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TRIAL EXCAVATIONS IN TARTU, IN THE SECTION

BETWEEN TIIGI, PEPLERI, VANEMUISE, AND

AKADEEMIA STREETS

Romeo METSALLIK

Tartu Linnavalitsus (Municipal Government ofTartu), Raekoja plats 3, EE-2400 Tartu, Eesti
(Estonia)

In accordance with the development project of Tartu, the Municipal
Government carried out trial excavations on the SW side of the archaeological
protection zone in June 1995. The aim of the work was to explore the nature of
the cultural layer in the section between Tiigi, Pepleri, Vanemuise, and
Akadeemia streets. Five pits were dug, each covering about 1 m? (Fig. 1). Andres
Vindi and Riina Vesi from the Archaeological Cabinet of the University of Tartu,
aided at the excavations.

Fig. 1. Tartu. Location plan of test pits in the area ofPepleri and Tiigi streets. / test pits, 2 trees,

3 roads and squares.
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The geological subsoil of the investigated area was yellow or yellowish-
brown Quaternary sand. The thickness ofthe cultural layer ranged from 92 cm in

the middle ofthe section (pit I) to 157 cm at its western side (pit V).
In pit I a brownish layer with a thickness of 43 cm lay on the original sand. It

contained sherds of wheel pottery decorated with linear and wavy ornament

(Fig. 2,1, 4), which was used in the 10th—13th centuries, and animal bones. On

the older horizon lay a 25 cm thick deposit with abundantcharcoal, burnt stones,
and brick fragments.

In pit 11, a 38 cm thick grayish-brown cultural layer was situated 82 cm below
the clod layer. In its lower part the cultural layer contained charcoal, smallish

granite stones cracked in fire, and about 1 kg of slag rich in iron. Brick fragments
were absent in this layer; single animal bones were found. Of datable objects,
some sherds of the above-mentioned wheel pottery (Fig. 2,2, 3) were found. The
later dark brown deposit on the earlier cultural layer contained brick fragments,
charcoal, fish scales, and animal bones. The topmost horizons of the cultural

layer contained debris, sand veins, and refuse.
In pit 111 the remains of a stone building demolished during World War II

were found. In pit IV wheel pottery with linear and wavy ornament was found. In
the cultural layer of pit V the older settlement layer was stratigraphically
traceable. It contained some charcoal.

The most common plant remains in the older part of the cultural layer was

white goosefoot (Chenopodium album), which indicates intensive human

activities, especiallycultivation. Knotgrass, sedge, raspberry, stinging nettle, and
birch (Sillasoo, 1995, p. 2) also occurred. The analysed samples did not contain

grain finds.
°

The trial excavations demonstrated that permanent settlement started in this
area at the latest in the second halfof the Late Iron Age. In the investigated areas

the cultural layer was less intensive compared to the centre of the town, and with

a very small charcoal content. Still, it is possible that once there stood a farmstead
with local iron smelting, which had been erected at some distance from the trade
centre of Tartu (see also Metsallik, 1995, p. 30). Some other type of settlement is
also possible. Earlier investigations have shown traces of ancient settlement also
near the Tähtvere estate and at Raadi (Metsallik, 1991, p. 388).

The trial excavations did not yield much information about the medieval
settlement of the area.

Fig. 2. Tartu. Ornamented pottery from test pits (TM 2293 AB3: 4, 19, 16,2): All 1 : 1
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PROOVIKAEVAMISED TARTUS TIIGI-PEPLERI-VANEMUISE-

AKADEEMIA TÄNAVA VAHELISES KVARTALIS

Romeo METSALLIK

Kooskölas Tartu linna arengukavaga tegi Tartu Linnavalitsuse linnaplanee-
rimise osakond proovikaevamisi kultuurkihi iseloomu määramiseks vanalinna

arheoloogilise kaitsevööndi edelaküljel. Kokku tehti viis ruutmeetrisuurust

prooviauku (joon. 1).
Proovikaevamised näitasid, et könesolev piirkond asustati püsivamalt

noorema rauaaja teisel poolel. Samast ajast pärinevad joon- ja laineornamendiga
savinõude killud (joon. 2). Võrreldes linna südamega on kultuurkiht vähe-
intensiivne ja minimaalse söesisaldusega. Pole välistatud, et siin paiknes mõni
Tartu kaubakeskusest eemal asunud talu või muu asustusstruktuur, kus tegeldi ka

rauatootmisega.

АРХЕОЛОГИЧЕСКИЕ ИССЛЕДОВАНИЯ В КВАРТАЛЕ УЛИЦ

ТИЙГИ, ПЕПЛЕРИ, ВАНЕМУЙЗЕ И АКАДЕМИЯ В ТАРТУ

Ромео МЕТСАЛЛИК

В юго-западной части пригорода Тарту, в квартале улиц Тийги, Пеплери,
Ванемуйзе и Академия (рис. 1), путем шурфовки была уточнена протя-
женность и стратиграфия культурного слоя.

Изучение пяти шурфов показало, что культурный слой в данном

квартале малоинтенсивный. Древнейшие напластования относятся ко второй
половине раннего железного века. К этому же времени относятся и черепки
сосудов с линейным и волнистым орнаментом (рис. 2).

Проведенные исследования позволяют сделать вывод, что на территории
раскопов находился хутор или какой-нибудь иной населенный пункт, где

занимались плавлением железа.
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	Arheoloogilised välitööd 1995. Aastal. A uurimisteemadega seotud kaevamised, B avariikaevamised, C järelevalvetööd, D maastikuinspektsioonid uute muististe väljaselgitamiseks. Archaeological field work in 1995. A excavations connected with research projects, B rescue excavations, C supervision works, D inventories of new archaeological monuments. Археологические полевые работы 1995 года. А археологические раскопки, связанные с исследовательскими проектами, В аварийные раскопки, С надзорные работы, Р археологическая разведка новых памятников.
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	Fig. 3. Riigiküla IV. The general plan of the excavation. a stones, b coaly black surface, c ploughlayer on profile drawings, d shell-crater, e sand on profile drawing, f shell fragments, g stabilizer of the trench-mortar mine, h Neolithic finds, £ Late Corded Ware.
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	Fig. 7. Bronze finds from the Riigiküla IV site: / buckle fragment, 2 ribbon of bronze sheet, 3 bronze plaque (AI 653: 130, 171, 121).
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	Fig. 2. Iron sickle-knife (7), bronze bracelet (2), and a fragment of bronze wire (3) found from Töugu (AI 6003: 198, 210/220, 212). `
	Fig. 1. Tönija Tuulingumäe farand-grave. Ditch dug in summer 1995.
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	Sites in the surroundings of Lake Kahala inventoried and discovered in 1995. / settlement site, 2 remains of fields.
	Fig. 1. The archaeological complex of Ala-Pika. / settlement with excavation plots, 2 excavated stone setting, 3 stone setting.
	Fig. 2. Artefacts from the settlement of Ala-Pika. /-7, 9 beads, 8 spirals, /0 pendant. TÜ 319: 197; 318: 204; 225: 3; 318: 105, 12; 319: 90, 427, 535/1--2; 320: 25; 318: 13. 1-3, 7 glass, 4-6 clay, 8-10 bronze. All 1 : 1.
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	Fig. 3. Location map of iron smelting sites in the Tuiu area. / village of Tuiu, 2 iron smelting sites, 3 Lake Järise, 4 Jöhvikasoo mire, 5 village of Paatsa, 6 stronghold of Paatsa, 7 smithy from the 11th—14th centuries at Paatsa, 8 village of Kirumaa, 9 Pelisoo mire, /0 village of Ohtja; a,—a,, b,-b; iron smelting sites investigated in 1986-94; c,, c,, d; iron smelting sites investigated in 1995.
	Situation plan of Hinniala Liinamägi. / excavation pit, 2 outcrop, 3 farm.
	Fig. 1. Tartu. Location plan of test pits in the area of Pepleri and Tiigi streets. / test pits, 2 trees, 3 roads and squares.
	Fig. 2. Tartu. Ornamented pottery from test pits (TM 2293 AB3: 4, 19, 16,2): All 1 : 1
	Altstadt und Bischofsburg von Haapsalu. / Hauptburg; // Kastelle bzw. die Grosse Burg; /// der kleine befestigte Vorhof; /V die östliche Vorburg; V der Marktplatz; V/ der “Garten des Grafen” (“Krahvi aed”); VII die Stadtmauer: / Karripforte, 2 Russische Pforte, 3 Grosse Strandpforte, 4 Deutsche Pforte, 5 Wasserpforte; ViII Hafendamm (vermutlich); /X die Nikolaikirche; X" das Rathaus; X 7 der Kursaal; 4, B die iltesten Verbindungswege auf dem Stadtterritorium; C der Verlauf des alten Strassendamms entsprechend dem Stadtplan von 1683; D die Kalksteinpflasterung (Verbindungsweg); — — — 2 т dicke Kulturschicht.
	PLATE I 1. Köpu IV. The excavation area from the east.
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	PLATE 111 Late Corded Ware (/-12) and Striated Pottery (/3, /4) from Riigiküla IV site (AI 6053: 203, 200, 131, 278, 319, 135, 278, 154, 388, 128, 388, 258, 426, 133).
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	PLATE V 1. Tarands Nos. 2 and 1 of grave lIC at Töugu.
	2. Grave II of Töugu in the final stage of excavations, taken from SW.
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	PLATE VI Trench in a long baulk at Töugu.
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	Trench in a long baulk of strip fields at Vöhma Tandemäe.
	PLATE VIII Finds of the Tõnija Tuulingumäe tarand-grave. Group I. / potsherd, 2-5 crook-shaped pins, 6 pin of a simple fibula, 7 spiral finger-ring, § tweezers, 9, 10 belt hooks (Al 6066: 64, 264, 269, 223, 221, 68, 189, 235, 4). 2-5, 8-10 iron; 6, 7 bronze. All 1 : 1.
	PLATE IX Finds of the Tonija Tuulingumie tarand-grave. Group 11. I potsherd, 2, 3 crook-shaped pin with a chain, 4 pin with a profiled head, 5 bucket-like pendants, 6 amber pendants, 7 glass beads (AI 6066: 182, 151, 152, 123, 268, 168). 2—4 iron, 5 bronze. All 1 : 1.
	PLATE X
	1. Soorinna. Trench in the baulk. The first layer of stones, taken from NNE. 2. Soorinna. Clearance cairn. The first layer of stones, taken from SE.
	PLATE XI 1. Soorinna. Trench in the baulk. Limestone bedrock, taken from SSW.
	2. Soorinna. Clearance cairn. Limestone bedrock, taken from SSE.
	PLATE XII 1. Muuksi. Clearance cairn No. 1. Second layer of stones, taken from N.
	2. Muuksi. Clearance cairn No. 2. First layer of stones, taken from W.
	PLATE XIII 1. Excavation plot 2 at the settlement of Ala-Pika.
	2. Remains of a primitive stove or a fire pit at excavation plot 2 of Ala-Pika.
	PLATE XIV Finds from Ala-Pika: /-4, 6-9, 13-15 from the settlement; 5, /o—l 2 from the stone setting. 14 pottery, 5 ring, 6 trenses, 7, 8 knives, 9 awl, /0-12, 14, 15 beads, 13 ring. TÜ 319: 404, 499, 256; 271; 320: 46; 319: 506, 407, 367, 498; 320:-72, 106, 87; 318: 104; 319: 532, 198. I—4, 14 clay, 5, 10-13 bronze, 6—9 iron, 15 glass. /-5, 10-13 – 1 : 1; 6-9 — 2 : 3; 14, 15 – 2 : 1.
	PLATE XV 1. Trial plot at the stone setting of Ala-Pika.
	2. Trial plot at the stone setting of Ala-Pika; 2nd layer of stones.
	TAFEL XVI 1. Lihula. Mauerüberrest der Estenburg.
	2. Lihula. Koservierte Mauern.
	TAFEL XVII Funde von Proosa. / Sensefragment, 2 Beschlagesfragment, 3 Keramik, 4 rekonstruirtes Tongefäß. (TLM 24613: 176; 24616: 161; 24613: 66—69). / Eisen, 2 Bronze. / – 1 : 2; 2, 3-1:1;4-2:5).
	ТАБЛИЦА ХУШ 1. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Остатки каменного фундамента здания. Вид с северо-запада.
	2. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Юго-западный участок раскопа. Вид с юго-запада.
	ТАБЛИЦА XIX 1. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Остатки чанов. Вид с запада.
	2. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Остатки колодца. Вид с севера.
	ТАБЛИЦА ХХ 1. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Остатки заборов. Вид с юго-запада.
	2. Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Остатки колодца и ограды. Вид с северо-запада.
	ТАБЛИЦА ХХ
	1. Tapry, yn. Ванемуйзе. Деревянное сооружение. Вид с юго-запада. 2. Tapry, yn. Ванемуйзе. Остатки ограды. Вид с юго-запада.
	TABJIHHA XXII Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Вещевые находки: / черепок, 2 острог, 3 игральная кость, 4 стилус, 5 фигурная рукоять ножа, 6 подвеска, 7 бубенчик, 8 подковообразная фибула. (ТМ 2126/ A5l: 4906/4, 5511, 5386, 5305, 5306, 4912, 4878, 5387). 1 – 2 : 3, 2 – 2 : 5,3, 4,6, 7 – 1 1, 5- 9:5, 8 – 2 :3.
	ТАБЛИЦА XXIII Тарту, ул. Ванемуйзе. Вещевые находки: / фрагмент крышки глиняного сосуда, 2 нож, 3 шило, 4 фрагмент браслета, 5 фрагмент фибулы, 6 фибула, 7 булавка, &8 янтарная бусина, 9 бусина из раковины каури, /0 черепок. (ТМ 2126/А 51: 5815, 5783, 5033, 5052, 5170, 5817, 5258, 5213, 5027, 5680). 1, 2 – 2 : 3, 3-10 – 1 : 1.
	PLATE XXIV Artefacts from Kärla Lihulinn (7-5) and from the iron smelting area of Tuiu (6, 7). /, 2 bronze brooches, 3 iron plate, 4, 6 pottery, 5 knife, 7 leg of a clay vessel (AI 6085: 31, 37, 16, 10, 24; AI 5446 :B3:8,7). 5—2:3, others 1 : 1.
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