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A NEW HILLFORT IN VASTSELIINA PARISH, VORUMAA

Arvis KIRISTAJA

Ajaloo Instituut (Institute of History), Riiiitli 6, EE-0001 Tallinn, Eesti (Estonia)

In spring 1993 the present author and Ali Kikkas, an amateur researcher from
Tartu, searched for new antiquities and checked old ones in Répina and Vastse-
liina parishes (Kiristaja, 1994). Among many other archacological monuments, a
probable hillfort in the village of Hinniala near the Piusa River was of special
interest. Among the local people this place is known as Liinamaégi (hillfort) or
Pdevapooramise mégi (the hill where the Sun turns around). On the right bank of
the Piusa River (opposite the hill) there are also two high sandstone outcrops
called Joksi miiiir and Kalmetu miiiir (Fig.).

The village of Hinniala was first mentioned in documents in 1681 as a
place where a peasant Camme (Tamme) Hint lived (Roslavlev, 1976). Carl von
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Situation plan of Hinniala Liinamégi. / excavation pit, 2 outcrop, 3 farm.
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Ungern-Sternberg (1829) mentioned the archaeological monument as a
"Linna=Méggi bei Neuhausen" and was the first to draw it. F. J. Wiedemann
(1876) mentions a Hinniala "pdiwa-poramize-méagi", where according to him,
people had formerly sacrificed and prayed to the Sun (the text of the prayer is
added). Jaan Sandra from Vastseliina says in his letter in 1896 that Liinamégi,
which has a form of a huge horse, in the village of Hinni-ala lies in the wood of
Liinamée varik and in the folk tradition is looked upon as a stronghold (Ziin) or
hillfort that has sunk into the ground (Jung, Manuscript 30). In a description of
Vastseliina parish there is a note that Pdevapddramise mégi may be a hillfort, but
this has not been checked (Karopun, 1922, p.49). Sarv (1985) describes
Pdevapooramise mégi and connects it with Hobuseselja mégi (the horseback hill)
in the village of Hinniala. He discusses the folkloristic and mythological material
about this hill (Sarv, 1985, pp. 109—114). The hill has not been excavated and no
finds are known from there.

Liinamdgi hill of Hinniala is situated in Vastseliina parish, on the left bank of
the Piusa River. Lying in its bend, the hill is surrounded by the river from three
sides (Fig.). It is situated on a long and narrow E—W-oriented promontory and
consists of several parts. To the west of the promontory is a plateau, where the
trial pits revealed sandy soil mixed with charcoal. This plateau is separated from
the next part of the hill in the east by a shallow N—S-oriented ditch (about 25 m
wide). In the centre of the plateau (15 m east from the ditch) we dug another trial
pit (Fig., /) and found that the soil was mixed with charcoal to a depth of about
40 cm. Here, at a depth of about 20 cm, we found a potsherd (Al 5994), very
similar to the Rduge-type pottery'. This 25 m wide plateau ends with a wide and
deep man-made ditch. To the east of the ditch the promontory continues for about
20 m as a very narrow, only about 1-1.5 m wide crest, which slopes towards the
Piusa River in the south under about 45-50°, and northwards under about 40—
45°. To the east of the crest the ridge grows gradually into the next, wider part of
the hill that has not been levelled. This area borders in the north on a steep slope
and in the south on an overgrown outcrop. Further the plateau is wider (20-25 m)
and slopes down towards the east. In its eastern end there is a high rampart
(height ¢. 1.5 m and width at the foot c. 7 m). In the southern edge of the plateau,
a low wall, which joins the higher rampart on the eastern end, has been heaped
up. Towards the east of the rampart the ground slopes strongly and the next part
of the ridge evidently does not belong to the hillfort any more.

In autumn 1995, Hinniala Liinamégi was revisited by an expedition group,
including archaeologists from the Intitute of History and the University of Tartu
(Valk, 1995). The new trial pits were made into the eastern wall and into the
southeastern part of the low southern wall. To a depth of about half a metre the
sand contained small charcoal pieces, but at a depth of about 55-65 cm there was
a layer of burnt sand, which contained also bigger charcoal pieces of coniferous
timber?, which had presumably belonged to the wooden fortifications. We took a
charcoal sample for radiocarbon dating, which gave the date 1610+ 100 BP
(calibrated result AD 426). From the lower area, between the low southern wall
and the higher plateau, we found a fragment of a possible bronze bracelet
(TU 360).

So, a new hillfort has been found in Estonia. Hinniala Liinamédgi may date
back to the middle and the 2nd half of the 1st millennium. Having lost its
strategical importance, the hillfort was used later as a place of prayer and
sacrifices (Pdevapooramise mégi). Nowadays the local people know it only by its
shape (Hobuseselja mégi). A more detailed picture of the monument can be
obtained only by further thorough investigations.

! Determined by M. Aun and V. Lang in 1993.
2 Preliminary determination by M. Tammet.

3 Analysed by A. Liiva at the Radiocarbon Laboratory of the Institute of Zoology and Botany.
Sample TA-2545.
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UUS LINNAMAGI VORUMAAL VASTSELIINA KIHELKONNAS
Arvis KIRISTAJA

1993. aasta kevadel, seoses inspektsiooniga Répina ja Vastseliina kihelkonda,
kdisid artikli autor ja Tartu kodu-uurija Ali Kikkas oletataval linnaméel Hinniala
kiilas Piusa joe vasakul kaldal. Vanemates allikates ja rahvasuus kutsutakse méige
Liinamdeks, Pdevapooramise voi Hobuseselja mdeks. Paigaga on seotud ka
mitmed muistendid ja teated tema kasutamisest ohvrikohana. Mdge pole arheo-
loogiliselt uuritud ja sealt ei teata ka leide.

Hinniala Liinamégi asub Piusa joe vasakul kaldal ja on timbritsetud joega kol-
mest kiiljest (joonis). Méagi kujutab endast pikka ida—lddne-suunalist jdrskude
kallastega neemikut. Lédnepoolne lai platoo on eraldatud kdrgemast seljakust
pika madala pohja—louna-suunalise kraaviga. Selle seljaku keskossa tehtud Surfist
(joonis, /) selgus, et pinnas on siin segatud. Umbes 20 cm siigavusest leiti savi-
noukild (Al 5994), mis on sarnane Rouge tiilipi keraamikaga.

Ligikaudu 25 m laiune platoo 16peb idas sligava kraaviga, mis eraldab teda
20 m pikkusest ja ainult 1-1,5 m laiusest méeharjast (kallak nii pdhja kui ka
16una poole ca 45°). Sealt, kus seljak edaspidi laieneb, algab pealinnus, mille ida-
otsas on korge otsavall. Méeosa 16unapiiriks on Piusa joe korge kohati kinni-
kasvanud kaldapaljand, mis edasi ida poole kaugeneb mdéest. Siin on linnus
kaitstud madala valliga, mis ida pool liitub korge otsavalliga.

1995. aasta inspektsioonil tehti prooviSurf madalasse valli. Selgus, et 0,5 m
ulatuses oli liiv segatud viikeste soetiikikestega. Umbes 60 cm siigavuses ilmus
pdlenud liiva ja suurte soetiikkidega kiht. Need okaspuu sée tiikid olid arvatavasti
périt puust kaitseehitisest, mille vanuseks '“C-dateering andis 1610 + 100 aastat,
kalibreeritult 426 a. p.Kr. Lisaks saadi juhuleiuna madala valli ja kdrgema mée-
osa vahelt pronksist kiievoru(?) katkend (TU 360).

Hinniala Liinamégi osutus uueks kindlaks linnuseks Eestis. Selle vdib datee-
rida I at. keskpaika ja teise poolde. Pérast strateegilise tdhtsuse minetamist kasu-
tati linnust palve- ja ohvrikohana (Pdevapoéramise mdgi). Tdnapdeval tuntakse
mége peamiselt ainult kuju jargi (Hobuseselja mdgi). Seoses inspektsiooniga
kerkis esile linnamée pdhjalikuma uurimise vajadus.
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O HOBOM I'OPOJHUIIIE B BBIPYMAA, ITPUXOJl BACTCEJIMMHA
Apsuc KUPUCTASA

Becnoii 1993 r. B xoe apxeosorn4eckoil MHCIEKUMH B Npuxonax Panuna u
Bacrcenuitna aBrop crathu M Kpaesej M3 Tapty Anu Kukkac nocetwiu u aep.
XuHHHMANA, PAAOM C KOTOPOH HAaxXOAMTCA M3BECTHOE 10 IHCbMEHHbBIM
HCTOYHHKAM M HapoJHbIM MpeJaHHAM TOPOJMINE WIH XepTBEHHas ropa.
MHorue HccneaoBaTeJld NPUBOAWIM B KayecTBE Ha3BaHWs ITOro Mecra
Tononumsl “Liinamiégi” (I'opoaume) u “Pdevapooramise migi” (I'opa conuue-
BOpPOTA).

l'opommme pacnonoxeno Ha ynesoM Oepery p. ITuysa, Ha Mbicy, orpaHu-
YEHHOM C TPeX CTOPOH PYCIOM peKH (pUCyHOK). ['opoamine COCTOMT M3 ABYX
yacTeil — 3amajgHOW M BOCTOYHOW. BBITAHYTas B HanpaBlIeHHH 3anafi—BOCTOK
3anagHas riomanka (90 x 25 M) 6bu1a ¢ 060MX KOHLOB 3allMllieHa pBaMH. B
urypde, 3aT0XKEHHOM B €€ I[EeHTPaIbHOW 4YacTH (Ha PpHCYHKE IIOMedYeH
KpecTuKoM), Obul OOHapykeH (parMeHT KepaMHKH pbIyreCKOro THma
(AI 5994). C ocHOBHO#M, BOCTOYHOH YaCThi0 rOpOAMILA 3amagHas IUIOLIAIKa
coeaunsinack y3koi (1-1,5 m) miuuHOM rpsmoit (20 M) ¢ kpyreiMu (10 45°)
CEBEPHBIM H I0XHBIM CKJIOHaMH. KynbTypHBIA C0H BOCTOYHOM IIOLIAIKH
rOpPOAMINA, AOCTUraBIIMH B LIMPUHY 25 M, MpPEACTaB/IsUT cOO0# nepeMerlaHHbli
C TyMYCOM W HACBIIIEHHbIH yrJieM INecok. B 10XHOH yYacTu ruiomagka Obuia
3all[MLIEHa eCTECTBEHHBIM KPYThIM CKJIOHOM, a B I0rO-BOCTOYHOH MW BOCTOYHOM
— mnecyanbiM BaioM. HauGosbuiyio BbICOTY MOC/EIHHI MMEN HAa BOCTOYHOM
OKOHEYHOCTH TOpPOJMLIA.

Ocenbio 1995 r. Ha 10ro-BOCTOYHOM Baly ropoauuia Obul 3amoxeH wIypd.
3nech c0# NecKa BNEPEeMEeXKY ¢ MEJKMMM yroibkamu Obun TonmmuHoi 0,5 M.
Ha rnybune okosno 60 cM BBISB/ICH CJIOH ropesioro necka ¢ MHOrOYHCIEHHBIMH
roJIOBEIKaMH, OCTaTKaMH OT CTOPEBLIETO JEPEBIHHOIO 3aIIMTHOTO COOPYXEHHS.
Ero Bospacr, comacHo '*C-amanusy, 1610 + 100 ner T. H. WM, C y4eToM
KanubpoBkyu, 426 ner. B KynbTypHOM ciioe 10ro-BOCTOYHOM YacTH OCHOBHOM
IIomankyu ropoauma Ha rnybune 10 cm Obu1 Haiinen ¢parmeHT GpoH30BOrO
6pacnera (TU 360).

l'oponume XuHHHATA MOXHO JaTHpPOBaTh CEPEAWHOW WIH BTOpOi
nonoBuHoi I TeicayeneTus. Ilo3gHee OHO MCIONB30BAIOCH KaK MECTO
XKEpPTBONPHUHOLIEHUS, @ B HAalUM JHM M3BECTHO noj HassaHueM “Hobuseselja
migi” (Fopa nomanuuHoi cnuHbl). IIpoBeneHHble HCCIENOBaHHMA IOKa3ald
HeoOXOAUMOCTh JanbHeiliero, Gojiee AETaTBHOrO HM3y4EHHS 3TOr0 HOBOTO
apXeoJIOTHYECKOro NMaMsATHHKA.
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