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In 1994 trial excavations were carried out on the newly-discovered
settlement sites at Vommorski and Vasla in the municipality of Petseri
(Pechory).

At Vommorski the cultural layers lie between the Obinitsa—Petseri
road and the Piusa River, in the historical village area. The rather
thin cultural layer, mostly mixed by ploughing, occurs both east and
west of the road to Orava. The cultural layer, lying as patches of irregular
size and shape at the bottom of the ancient river valley, consists of sandy
soil. A trial plot (5X3 m) was made in the area with the darkest cultural
layer, i.e. in the eastern end of the village, some 60 m SE of the sauna
belonging to Olli Alaveer. The cultural layer consisting of sooty sandy
soil was almost totally ploughed through. The layer contained small
pieces of burnt clay but almost no burnt stone rubble. No construction
remains were discovered. From the cultural layers only weakly burnt
reddish or brownish wheel-pottery (Fig. 1, /—4), mostly having a coarse
surface and containing small stone rubble, was found.! One sherd of a
well-burnt vessel was decorated with wave and line ornament (Plate XXII,
1, 1). Also some fragments of pottery with glazed inner surface (Fig. 1,
5—7) were found. Most of the pottery seems to originate from the post-
medieval period, probably from the 17th—19th centuries.
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Fig. 1. Pottery from Vommorski. (TU 202: 1, 2, 4, 34, 39, 38, 40.)

In Vasla the cultural layers are lying east of the Pédikeste farmstead.
The village is situated in a flat field area where in earlier times serious
problems with water supply existed. According to oral tradition, before the
modern wells were bored drinking water was taken from ponds and in
winter also obtained by melting snow.

The cultural layer of the excavation plot (7X2 m) had a thickness of
some 30—40 cm and was mostly ploughed through. Only at the bottom
some undisturbed hearth-places could be observed (Plate XXII, 2). The
cultural layer consisting of dark soil contained fragments of burnt stones
and numerous sherds of wheel pottery.? Among the wheel pottery primitive
greyish, brownish, or black sherds, made probably at the hand-wheel,

1 The finds: TU 202.
2 The finds: TO 203.
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Fig. 2. Pottery from Vasla. (TU 203: 209, 282, 68, 299, 252, 60, 346, 279, 161, 17, 1,
18, 166, 95.)

predominated. The outer surface of such sherds looked like that of hand-
made vessels, being coarse and smoothed in diiferent directions. On the
inner side, on the other hand, horizontal traces, indicating to the potter’s
wheel, could be observed. The prohles (Fig. 2) were represented with differ-
ent types Some of the sherds were decorated with wave ornament (Plate
XXII, 1, 2—5). The wave-ornamented fragments and simple profiles (Fig.
2 ]——4) might come from the 12th—13th centuries. Profiles with a sharply
turned triangular edge (Fig. 2, 7—10) can be dated mostly to the 16th—
17th centuries. Also derivate forms of the last-mentioned group were found
(Fig. 2, 11, 12). The dating of the presumable hand-wheel pottery remains
unclear — no profile fragments could be connected with such sherds.
Also some sherds of very coarse reddish hand-made pottery, including
stone rubble with a diameter up to 4 mm (Plate XXII, 1, 6, 7) were found
both from the undisturbed and the disturbed cultural layer. Such pottery
has parallels in the barrows of the second half of the Ist millennium AD.
The nearest barrows, situated at the cemetery of Obinitsa, lie 2 km east
of the Vasla settlement® Among other finds a yellow biser-type bead of
the 12th—14th centuries, a fragment of a sandstone disk (Plate XXII, 1,
8) and of a clay pipe, as well as three silver coins minted in Riga must be
mentioned. The coins included two solidi of the Polish king Sigismund III
(1587—1629), one of them from 1617, and a solidus of Riga of the Swedish
king Charles X Gustav (1654—60).

Some settlement sites discovered by Ali Kikkas, an amateur archaeolo-
gist, were examined in the municipality of Varska (Polva County) in the
spring of 1994. In Viike-Rosna the cultural layers lay in two areas, one
of them dating from the 12th—14th centuries, the other, probably, from
later medieval and post-medieval period. A settlement seems to have
existed on the eastern shore of Virska Bay since the 12th—13th centuries.
At Virska also an old deserted cemetery of medieval origin, lying at a
distance of some 100 m from the edge of the cultural layer, was registered.
In the cemetery three granite gravestones were found. Two of them were
decorated with a cross, standing on a circle and having crossed ends
(Plate XXIII, 2). These gravestones, dated on the grounds of the design of

3 Ayn M. ApxeoJiornyeckue NaMsiTHHKH BTOPOH MOJoBHHBI I-ro TeIcAueseTHs H. 3. B IOro-
Bocrounoit dcronun. Tannuun, 1992, pp. 108—110.
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cross-ends to the 12th—14th centuries, have up to now no parallels in
Estonia. Into the third gravestone a simple cross was cut. In the village
of Lobodka, lying opposite Virska on the other side of the bay, no cultural
layer was found in spite of good conditions for inspection.

In the village of Matsuri, near the Koidula customs point, a medieval
village cemetery, according to a local legend the grave of Swedish soldiers,
was surveyed. In the cemetery area a rectangular barrow (5X5 m) with
a height of some 10—15 ¢cm, marked with a granite cross (Plate XXIII,
1), could be observed. In front of the granite cross there was a loose
foot of another stone cross.

In July 1994 folklore/ethnological field work aimed at getting material
about the disappearing traditional Setu folk religion, beliefs, and mentality
was carried out in the surroundings of Meremde and Obinitsa. In the
course of the expedition also data of archaeological interest concerning the
ethnological burial customs, medieval/post-medieval village cemeteries,
votive places, and the local village chapels (fsdssovna) were collected.

ARHEOLOOGILISTEST VALITOODEST SETUMAAL
Heiki VALK

1994. aasta suvel toimusid proovikaevamised Vommorski ja Vasla
asulakohal. Vommorskis on laiguti esinev kultuurkiht Ghuke ja suuresti
labi kiintud ega sisalda peaaegu iildse polenud kivitiikkke. Uuritud 15 m?
suuruselt alalt saadud keraamika (joon. 1; tahv. XXII, 1, /) ndib périnevat
valdavalt 17.—19. sajandist.

Vasla kiilas paikneb keskmise intensiivsusega ja polenud kivitiikke
sisaldav kultuurkiht Pédikeste pere aiamaadel. 14 m? suurusest kaevandist
leiti rohkesti kedrakeraamikat, 12.—14. sajandi kollane kudrushelmes,
litvakivist eseme (tahv. XXII, 1, 8) ning savipiibu varre katke ja 3 hobe-
killingit — 2 Sigismund III (1587—1629) ning iiks Karl Gustavi (1654—
1660) raha. Savinoukildudel esineb vahel lainjat ornamenti (tahv. XXII,
1, 2—5). Rohkesti leidub primitiivsete, ndhtavasti kédsikedral tehtud noude
tiikkke. Selliste kildude vélispind on ebatasane ja mitmesuunaliselt silutud;
kedra poorlemisjdljed on jalgitavad vaid nou sisepinnal. Leitud profiili-
fragmentide seas (joon. 2) esineb arvukalt 16.—17. sajandile omaseid
kolmnurkselt tagasipooratud servaga noude tiikke. Vihesel hulgal leiti ka
jdmeda kivipurruga késitsikeraamika kilde, mis sarnanevad I aastatuhande
teise poole kddbastes esineva keraamikaga (tahv. XXII, 1, 6—7).

On tegeldud ka kinnismuististe otsimisega. Omaette toimunud, setu
rahvausundit talletava ekspeditsiooni raames koguti muu hulgas andmeid -
ka matmiskombestiku, asustusajaloo ja muististe kohta.

NMOJIEBBIE PABOTbHI B CETYMAA
Xeiikn BAJIK

ITpo6ubie packonku npoBeaeHbl Ha moceseHHsx BbiMmopcku u Bacaa.
B BuIMMOpPCKH KyJbTypHBIl CJIOH pacnoJoxkeH NSITHAMH B ceBepHOHl H
BOCTOYHOH vyacTsx AepeBHH. CJoH NOYTH MOJHOCTHIO MNepeMellaH BCHall-
Koi. KepamMuka u3 packona mJomansio B 15 kB. M (puc. 1; ta6a. XXII, 1,
1) otHocuTCcsi B GOJIbIIHHCTBEe CBOeM K 17—19 BB.

B nep. Bacia KyabTypHBbIfl cJs0ii cpe/lHell HHTEHCHBHOCTH, COJepKalluil
00JIOMKH TNepex:KeHHBIX OyJ/IBIZKHHKOB, PACIOJIOXKeH Ha IJoLlajH OKoJjo 40
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KB. M. B packone (14 kB. M) obHapyxkeHOo 6OJblIOe KOJHYECTBO rOHYap-
HOH kepaMHKH, OycHHa (6ucep) 12—14 BB., 06/IOMOK mnpeamera H3 mecya-
Huka (taba. XXII, 1, 8), dparMent riauHsAHOH TPYOKH H TPH PHIKCKHX
cepeGpsiHBIX IIHJJHHra: ABa — uekaHkd Curusmynpa III (1587—1629)
u oauH — uekaHku Klapaa X I'ycraBa (1654—1660). Ha uepenkax uHoraa
BCTpeyaeTcss BOJHHCTHIH opHaMenT (taba. XXII, 1, 2—5). Cocyabl usro-
TOBJIEHBI, BHAHMO, Ha pPy4yHOM roHuyapHom kpyre. [loBepXHOCTb TakHX cocy-
JOB HepOBHasl, CrJaxKeHHas B pas3HbiX HanpasJenHsx. Cieasl Kpyra mpo-
SIBJSIIOTCS TOJBKO BHYTPH cocyaoB. Cpeau ¢parMeHTOB BEHUYHKOB (pHC. 2)
MHOTr'OYHCJIeHHB 00pa3libl, XapakTepHble AJs ropiukos 16—17 Bs. B He6o0/b-
LIOM KoJHuyecTBe OOHapyxkeHa JenmHasi KepaMHKa, N0 CBOeMy COCTaBy
HaNoOMHHAIOLas COCYAbl H3 KypraHoB BTOpo# mosoBHHBI I Thic. (Tabua. XXII,
k16, if).

B Cerymaa mpoBejieHbl H NOJieBble HHCIEKUHH, B XOJAe KOTOpHIX OOHa-
py>KeHbl KyJbTypHble CJOH MOCeJeHHH, OTAe/bHble KypraHbl H KaMeHHbIe
kpectnl (ra6a. XXIII, 1). Ha cpeaneBekoBoM kjanbuiie B Bspcka Haii-
AeHbl TPH KaMeHHbIX HaarpoOusa c kpecramu (ra6a. XXIII, 2). Co6pann
MaTepHasibl O BepoBaHHAX ceTy, HX norpebGajbHbX 00psiaax, apxeoJOrH-
YECKHX MaMATHHKAaX H HCTOPHH 3acesleHHS Kpas.
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	PLATE VI Clearance cairn field of Vöhma.
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	2. Profil der Kulturschicht der Vorstadt des 18.—19. Jh. Von NO gesehen.
	TAFEL XXI Funde aus dem Völlamägi. / Hufeisenfibel, 2 Schellen, 3 Messerhandgriff, 4—6 Fragmente von Grapentopfen, 7, 8 Keramik, 9 Tonpfeife, 10 Schnallen. (Al 6011:33, 11, 151, 15, 14, 17, 64, 117, 64; 1, 2 Bronze, 10 Eisen. Alle 2:3.)
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	PLATE XXIV Kaarma parsonage. /-—5 Fragments of clay vessels.
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	Fig. 2. The preserved constructions of stone grave 111 at Ilmandu. / granite stone, 2 limestone slab, 3 limestone slab standing upright, 4 wall stone, 5 limestone shingle, 6 destroyed area of grave.
	Fig. 3. Some reconstructed clay vessels from grave 111 of Ilmandu (AI6009: 31/98/112, 67, 85/88/91/92/107, 41.)
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	Abb. 1. Bodendenkmäler auf dem Territorium des mittelalterlichen Richtplatzes Völlamägi. 1 Grabungsfläche der Vorstadt, 2 früher vernichtete Kulturschicht der Vorstadt, 3 Steingalgenstätte, 4 ehemalige Begräbnisstätte der Hingerichteten, 5 heutige Gebäude.
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	Fig. 6. Pottery from Riigiküla IV (1, 2,5, 6) and Riigiküla VIII (3, 4,7). (AI 6016: 3; 6016: 5.)
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	Fig. 2. Kaarma parsonage. Profile outside the northern wall. 0=145 cm from the fixed point; a dolomite floor; b clay layer reddened in fire; ¢ stones in the strongly burnt clay soil, abundance of charcoal; / wreckage; 2 sand; 3 black soil; 4 clay; 5 charcoal; 6 fine _ gravel; 7 lime or mixed lime,
	Fig. 3. Kaarma parsonage. Profiles of clay vessels. a—c, e—k brims; d bottom.
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	Fig. 2. Area studied in 1994 with the excavated site (Köpu I) and newly found Stone Age sites (Kopu 11—VIII).
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	Map 1. Spearheads of M type on Saaremaa (only the investigated spearheads)
	Untitled
	Fig. 2. Measured and described parts of the M-type spearheads. See “5. Detailed description” for legend. Fig. 3. Measured details of the M-type spearheads. See “5. Detailed description” for legend.
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