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In the past, scientific centres of Latvia have been most clossely linked
with Germany and Russia, they frequently acted as a bond between these
two countries.! Scientific community of Riga and Mitau (Jelgava) con-
sisted of a considerable part of German scientists and scholars the same
as Dorpat (Tartu) University, which can be considered during the 19th
century as the main scientific centre common for the three Baltic provinces
of Russian Empire. Scientific contacts with Scandinavia (especially, with
Sweden, partly with Denmark) were less pronounced; nevertheless, there
existed some not negligible traditions in this respect?. As the central part
of Latvia — Livland belonged, during 17th century (1632—1721), to the
Kingdom of Sweden, which accomplished an important mission in educat-
ing Latvians at that time, so intellectual contacts with this Northern
country continued henceforth.

The famous Danish astronomer Tyvcho Brahe (1546—1601) had soine
contacts with Livonia, and planned to install his famous astronomical
observatory in the island of Dahlen (Doles sala), near Riga, in 15973

Swedish chemist Urhan Hiaerne (1641—1724), who worked as a phys-
ician in Riga, and his brother — the historian of Livonia, Th. Hiaerne
(1638—70), should also be mentioned.* The first Professor of Natural
History in Academia Petrina (founded by the last duke of Courland Peter
Biron in 1775) was Johann Jakob Ferber (1743—1790) from Karlskrona,
! Stradiys, J. Etides par Latvijas zinatnu pagatni. Zinatne, Riga, 1982; Stradins, J. Die
Deutschen in der Kulturgeschichte Lettlands unter besonderer Beriicksichtigung der
Wissenschaitsgeschichte. — In: Nordost-Archiv. Neue Folge. 1992, 1, H. 1, 123—156.
Stradins, J. Scientific contacts between Latvia and Scandinavian countries in the past.
— In: Baltic and Nordic Symposium of the History of Science. Tallinn/Tartu, 21.—23.
Apr. 1992. Summaries. S.I. S.a., 7—10.

For details see: Dreyer, J. L. E. Tycho Brahe. Karlsruhe; Stradips, J. Liela zinatnes
pasaule un mes. Zinatne, Riga, 1980.

Aberg, B. Urban Hiaerne — the first swedish chemist. — Journ. Chem. Education,
1950, 27, 6, 334—337; Urban Hjirnes Sjilibiografi. — In: Inbjudaingsskeift till
dhidnande ai den oifentliga {oreldsning, med hvilken A.K.Phalén a. H. Schiice, 1916,
137—179 (about stay in Riga see: pp. 149—152). o
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4 pupil of C. Linné, J. Wallerius and A. Cronstedt> He wrote the first
description of Courland from the viewpoint of a naturalist Einige Anmer-
kungen zur physischen Erdbeschreibung von Kurland (1784). A similar
description of Liviand has been edited by another pupil ol Linné — amateur
scientist from Riga, Jacob Benjamin Fischer (1731—1793). Johann Geb-
hard Koenig (1728—1785) became famous as a naturalist in the service
of the King of Denmark.® The well-known man of letters and outstanding
representative of Enlightenment in Latvia, Gotthard Friedrich Stender
(1714—1796), tried to start a scientific carier (unsuccessfully!) at the
court of the Danish King in 1763—1765.7 The chemist Theodor v. Grott-
huss (1785—1822) had corresponded with J.J.Bercelius in Stockholm.

Certain scientific links with Sweden (and to a minor extent — with
Denmark) had Riga Polytechnicum (Riga Polytechnical Institute),
founded in 1862. A professorship in Chemistry in 1881—1887 was held
by Wilhelm Ostwald (1853—1932), who later (1909) got a Nobel prize in
Chemistry for his work in catalysis and investigation of chemical equili-
bria and rates of reactions (these investigations were started in Dorpat
and Riga).® Ostwald worked in close contact with the young Swedish
scientist Svante Arrhenius (1859—1927), who arrived in Riga in 1886 to
investigate in Ostwalds laboratory problems of chemical kinetics and the
theory of solutions. The basic principles of the new theory of electrolytic
dissociation (free ions) have been discussed in Riga as well.® Later
Arrhenius kept scientific contacts with Paul Walden (1863—1957), who
continued Ostwald’s traditions in the field of Physical Chemistry in Riga.
The correspondence between both scientists, as well as-a reference of
Arrhenius concerning the nomination of Walden's candidature for Nobel
prize in Chemistry (1914) are kept in the archives of Stockholm, at the
Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences. Arrhenius has been elected Honorary
Member of Riga Polytechnical Institute (1912), Paul Walden, in his turn,
became Foreign Member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences
(1928) and Honorary Member of the Finnish Academy of Sciences
(1932) .10

After the proclamation of the independent Latvian Republic (November
18th, 1918) former Riga Polytechnical Institute — a high school profiling
in Engineering and Agriculture was replaced by the University of Latvia
in 1919, where Humanities and Social Sciences, Medicine, Natural Sciences
and Theology were represented as well.!! The new university united the
majority of Latvian-born scientists dispersed earlier throughout the former

5 Stradins, J., Strods, H. Jelgavas Pétera akadémija. Pirmas Latvijas augstskolas lik-
tengaitas. Zinatne, Riga, 1975 (about J. J. Ferber see: pp. 178—194).

6 I'puukesnuy B. 1. Bpau, ecrectBoncnbiTatesb W nyrteumectBenHuk Horawn IeGxapa

Kénur (1728—1785). — In: U3 ucropum ectectBO3HaHHst W TeXHHKH [lpuGaaruku, L

3unarue, Pura, 1968, 99—104.

Konenesuy 10. X., Yenakan B. JI. T'orxapa ®puapux Crengep u IlerepGyprckas

-

Axanemuss Hayk. — In: M3 wucropum ecrectBo3Hauusi M TexHukH [IpuGaaruku, 1.
3unathe, Pura, 1968, 81—98; Stradins, J. Stenderi un “Augstas gudribas gramata”
latvieSu kulturas vesturé. — In: Stenders, G. F. Augsias gudribas gramata no pasaules

un dabas. 1796. g. izdev. teksts er komentariem. Liesma, Riga, 1988, 9—43.
Crpapwinp §l. Puxckuil nepuox aesitenbHoctd Buabresbma OcTBasbia M CTaHOB.IC:
HHe KJaccHueckoii ¢uanueckoit xumuu. — Hss. AH Jlars. CCP, 1979, 7, 33—44.

¢ Korber, H. G. Aus dem wissenschaftlichen Briefwechsel Wilhelm Ostwalds. I Th. Brief-
wechsel mit Svante Arrhenius und Jacobus Hendrickus Van't Hoff. Akademie-Verlag,
Berlin, 1969; Coaosbes K). H. Csante Appenuyc, 1859—1927. Hayka, Mocksa, 1990.
Crpaabiip SI. 11, Conosbes 0. H. I[lasen Hsawosuu (ITayns) Baabpen. Hayka
Mocksa, 1988; Zott, R. Wilhelm Ostwald und Paul Walden in ihren Briefen. ERS-
Verlag, Berlin, 1994.

Stradins, J. Etides par Latvijas zinatnu pagatni; Urban Hjirnes Sjalfbiografi; Latvijas
Universitate divdesmit gados 1919—1939, 1, Il. Riga, 1939; Latvijas Universitate 75.
LU, Riga, 1994. -
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Russian Empire and foreign countries.'? Now a lot of scientist from abroad
were invited to work at the new university, among them some from
Scandinavia, e. g. the anatomist and anthropologist Gaston Backman
(1883—1964) from Sweden, entomologist Embrik Strand (1876—1947)
from Norway.

Data concerning scientific contacts between Latvia and the Scandina-
vian countries during the period of independent Latvian State (1918—
1940) have been gathered from the archives in Riga and analysed. During
the period mentioned traditional contacts between Riga and Northern
countries (universities and research centres) got closer than in the
previous epoch. A trend manifested itself — to reorientate Latvia from
former dominating contacts with Germany and Russia to more close
collaboration with Scandinavia (mainly with Sweden).

G. Backman organized an anatomical theatre in Riga at the newly-
founded Faculty of Medicine of the University, and started investigations
on anthropology of Latvians'®, which were later widel]y .and successfully
developed till 1944 by his pupil and co-worker, a Latvian anatomist Prof.
Jekabs Primanis (1892—1971).1

E. Strand, who formerly had investigated the fauna of Norway, edited
in Latvian Folia Zoologica et Hydrobiologica and began (together with
Viktors Ozolin§) hydrobiological investigations of the Gulf of Riga and
the Baltic Sea.

A relatively wide and broad collaboration began to develop with
Swedish historians and theologians. An expert in the History of Arts and
Culture, Tor Helge Kjellin, held professorship in Latvian University
in 1929—31, before returning to his homeland as Director of the Museum
in Karlstad.

Among the honoris causa doctors of the Latvian University were the
King of Sweden Gustav V (1929), Professor of [Forestry of Helsinki
University Aimo Kaarlo Kajander (1935), Professor of Agriculture from
Norway, Emil Korsmo (1933), Professor of the Helsinki Technical Univer-
sity Hjalmar Brotherus (1929), Swedish scientists Rihard Ekblom (1929),
Hugo Hammar, Eugene Backman (brother of G. Backman, 1929), Sigurd
Curman (1934), Johny Roosval (1929), Gustav Jakobson (1938), Robin
Fahraeus (1939), Arvid Odencrants (1939), Danish scientists Torvald
Madsen (1933), Svend Lomhold (1937), Simon Brofeld from Helsinki
University (1939) — about 15 scientists from Scandinavia.'> When on
June 29, 1929, King Gustav V received his honorary doctorate in History,
Rector of Latvian University emphasized the significance of the “good
Swedish times” for Latvian history and culture.'® The appropriate ma-
terials have been searched and prepared for publication in Lafvijas
Vestures Instituta Zurnals.

Latvian Professors Janis Endzelins (1932), Peteris Smits (1927),
Augusts Tentelis (1927), Martin Sihle (1927), Karlis Kasparsons (1932)
have been promoted to Doctor honoris causa of the Uppsala University.!7

Some Finnish and Swedish scientists (J. Mikkola, K. Krohn, S. Cur-
man, S. Tunberg) have been elected Foreign Corresponding Members of

12 Stradins, J. Latviesi zinatné un zinatne Latvija. — Atklajums (Riga), 1991, 2, 3—I11.
% Bukcha A. A., Maypuub A. M. Tactron Bakman — aHaToM, aHTpOMOJIOT, OCHOBO-
NOJOKHHK KOHUENIHH OpraHH4Yeckoro BpemeHH. — In: M3 uctopum ecrecTBo3HaHusi M

Texuuku [Ipubaatuknu, 7. 3unatue, Pura, 1984, 181—184.

" Lindberga, R. Jekabs Primanis and Antropological Studies Carried out at ... the
University of Latvia during the Period 1920—1944. — In: Acta Medico — Historica
Rigensia, 11 (XXI). Zinatne, Riga, 1994, 209—219.

5 Latvijas Universitate divdesmit gados 1919—1939; LVVA 7427. f., 6. apr., 247. I,
448.—452, Ip.; 409. 1., 4., 5. 1p.

6 Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs (LVVA), 7427. {.,, 6. apr., 245. 1, 151, 152. Ip.

17 LVVA, 7427.1., 6. apr., 3. 1., 51. 1p.; 13. apr., 447. 1, 175. lp.
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the Scientific Committee of the Riga Latvian Society (Academia Scien-
tiarum Latviensis S.R.L.), founded in 1932 — the first, private Latvian
Academy of Sciences.!®

In 1920—40 serious attempts were made to bring Latvian science
closer to Scandinavia in opposition to the former German orientation, to
create a Scandobaltic scientific community. This trend manifested itself
in the Conference of Baltic Archeologists (1930) and in the Congress of
Historians of the Baltic-Sea Countries (1937), both held in Riga. The
same concerns conferences of Baltic hydrologists, also regular conierences
on Baltic—Scandinavian intellectual co-operation, held since 1935, as
well as in the Conference of Physicians of the Baltic States and Finland
(Helsinki, 1938). A pronounced activity in this field was demonstrated by
the well-known Latvian archeologist Prof. Francis Balodis (1882—1947),
Chairman of Latvian—Swedish Society, Corresponding Member of the
Swedish Royal Academy of Literature, History and Antiquities. An invita-
tion from - Swedish State Antiquarian S. Curman in July 1940 gave
F. Balodis an opportunity to leave Latvia aiter Soviet occupation.’®

Among scientific study tours that of Latvian physicist Alfonss Apinis
to'the Copenhagen Institute of Theoretical Physics headed by Niels Bohr,
in 1936—37, should be noted especially. A. Apinis worked (together with
V. F..Weisskopf) on problems of nuclear forces between heavy elementary
particles (protons and neutrons) in the frame of the Fermi theory, as well
as - on superconductivity problems.?® Mathematician Nikolajs Brazma
(Brauer) worked in Copenhagen together with Harald Bohr. There are
numerous examples of the exchange of students, books ete. at that time.

Yet, such course of development of the scientific co-operation was inter-
rupted by World War II. The epoch of Soviet domination in the Baltics
was not favourable for contacts with Scandinavia. However, episodical
contacts of the scientists of the Soviet Latvia with Sweden, especially in
ecology, went on, also the co-operation, predominately in the field of
natural sciences.

“Some notable Latvian scientists in exile acted as professors in Sweden
(Professors H. Skuja, A. Vegis, O. Mellis, L. Abolins in Uppsala Univer-
sity, Prof. Velta Ruke-Dravina in Stockholm). Prof. E. Kanavins worked
in Norway. F. Balodis, A. Svabe, U. Germanis, H. Biezais, A. Aizsilnieks,
A. Johansons continued their investigations in the history of Latvia, and
edited monographs (in Latvian) on these topics in Sweden. From the
younger generation of Latvian-born scientists the astronomer Dainis Dar-
vins (Foreign Member of the Latvian Academy of Sciences), chemist
Ivars Neretnieks from among several should be mentioned.
©An organization of Latvian academic people in Sweden (Latviesu
akademiska organizacija Zviedrija, LAOZ) has been founded in 1949 in
Stockholm, mostly by the economist Arnolds Aizsilnieks and the architect
Pauls Kundzin$, Member of the Gustav Adolf Academy.?! Since 1951 this
organization has been the central academic organization for exile Latvians
in Western Europe. It gives some support to academic science in the con-
temporary Latvia, e.g. Heinrichs Skuja Prize (in biology) and Arveds
Svabe Prize (in history) have been founded with the aid of this organiza-
tion by the Latvian Academy of Sciences.

Historical traditions build foundation for contemporary contacts,
‘which progress remarkably. In June 1990 the first meeting of the Presi-

18 Stradigs, J., Cebere, Dz. Rigas latvieSu biedribas Zinatnu Komitejas darbiba — sas-
niegtais un nepaveiktais. 1932—1940. — Latvijas Vestures Institita Zurnals, 1993, 3,]
88—111.

19 LVVA,: 7427 1.213.-apri, 123 s, 11411p: 1

20 LVVA, 7427. f;,-13. apr., 66.-1., 2, 7.,-105 12,154 85. 1p. |

2 Velgners I Latviesi Arzemes. Latvuas }ilClkloptdlja Riga, r993 : (
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dents of the three Academies of Sciences of the Baltic Republics and

‘ Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences took place in Tallinn, where a special
emphasis was on ecological problems.?? Since that collaboration has
become more extensive. In 1992 the Science Council of Denmark has
accomplished an international evaluation of science in Latvia®, the
results of which may lead to wider contacts between Latvia and the
European (Northern) communities. The President of the Danish Royal
Academy of Sciences, Henning Serensen, has been elected Foreign Mem-
ber of the Latvian Academy of Sciences in 1992.

In 1994 Danish Research Council established 20 grants for Latvian
scientists (5000 US dollars each) in order to facilitate their work in Latvia
for two years and so avoid brain drain from Latvia.

Although the scientific contacts of Latvia with Finnoscandic scientific
community are not as close as those of Estonia, they play a considerable
role in the contemporary and will also do so in the future development of
science in this country. 8

2 Stradips, J. Baltijas valstu zinatnu akadémiju vaditaju apspriede Tallina. — Latv. ZA

Vestis, 1990, 11, 142—143.
% Latvian Research. An International Evaluation. Forskningsridene. The Danish
Research Councils. Copenhagen, December. 1992,

TEADUSKONTAKTID LATI JA SKANDINAAVIAMAADE VAHEL
Janis STRADINS, Dzintra CEBERE

Varasematel aegadel olid Latil tihedad teaduskontaktid Saksa- ja
Venemaaga. 16. sajandist on tdheldatavad sidemed Skandinaaviamaadega,
eeskdtt Rootsiga. Nditeks olid 16.—18. sajandil 14ti teadlastel kontaktid
‘taani astronoomi T. Brahega, rootsi keemiku ja meediku U. Hiaernega,
rootsi loodusteadlase J.J.Ferberiga ja valgustaja G.F. Stenderiga.
«Vana» Riia Poliitehnilise Instituudi (1862—1919) professorid N. Ost-
~wald ja P. Walden olid seotud kolleegidega Rootsist. 1886. aastal oli tea-
dustool Riias S. Arrhenius.

Kontaktid Skandinaaviamaadega elavnesid Lati iseseisvusaastail
(1918—1940). Siis tootas Lati iilikoolis hulk norra ja rootsi professoreid.
Lati {ilikooli audoktoriks sai 15 Skandinaavia ja Soome teadlast, sealhul-

' gas Rootsi kuningas Gustav V 1929. aastal. Samal ajal valiti lati teadlasi
‘Uppsala iilikooli audoktoriteks. Litis toimusid esinduslikud ajaloolaste
konverentsid Skandinaaviamaade teadlaste osavotul. Léti noored teadlased
stazeerisid Skandinaavia teaduskeskustes, sealhulgas ka N. Bohri juures.
‘Paljud l4ti haritlased ja iilikooli professorid leidsid 1944—1945 endale
‘varjupaiga Rootsis.

HAYYHBIE KOHTAKTbI
MEXY JJATBUEAX U CKAHIOAWHABCKHMU CTPAHAMHU

SIln CTPALBIHD, dsunurpa LIEBEPE

Panee B nayunom nnane JlatBusi Gniia Gosee TecHo cBsizaHa c¢ [ep-
‘Manueit 1 Poccueii. Tem He MeHee HayuHble KOHTAKTBI, XOTSl H 3IH304HYe-
Ckne, JlatBuu co CKaHAHHaBCKHMH CTpaHaMH, npexiae Bcero co Illse-
le#t, npocaexuBatorcsi HaunHasi ¢ XVI B. Tak, B XVI—XVIII BB. satsiiu-
CKHe yueHble HMMeJH KOHTaKTH C JaTCKAM actpoiomom T. DBpare,
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iBeackuM XHMHKOM M Meankom Y. HMephe, iuBeACKHM eCT€CTBOHMCIBITATE-
nem U. 5. ®epGepom, a Ttakke c npocserutretem I'. @. Crenaepom. Hs
npodeccopos «craporo» PHIKCKOro MOJHMTEXHHYECKOro HHCTHTyTa (1862—
1919) noazepxkuBasu CcBsi3H CO LIBeACKHMH KoJsieramMu B. OcrBaiba
I1. Baabnen, a B 1886 r. C. Appennyc 3aHHMaJ/ICsl Hay4YHOH JesTeJIbHOCTbIO
B Pure.

JlaTBHHCKO-CKaHIHHABCKHE CBsI3H 0COOEHHO aKTHBH3HPOBAJHCH B NEPHO]
HezaBucumoctu Jlareuu (1918—1940), koraa psia npogeccopoB 1IBEACKOro
H HODBEMXKCKOT0 MpPOHMCXOXKAeHHs pabortajau B JIaTBHICKOM YHHBEpDCHTETE.
[Tarnanuats yuenbnix CKaHAMHABCKHX cTpaH H DHHJIAHAHH CTalH mouer-
HBIMH JOKTOpaMH JlaTBuiickoro yHuBepcureTa (BKJlouasd kKopoJs IlIBeuun
I'ycraBa V B 1929 r.), B CBOI0 OuYepeab JATHILICKHE yuyeHble OBLIM H30paHbl
NOYETHBIMH JOKTOpaMH YmcaJjackoro yHuBepcuTera. [IpoBoausHch. mpen-
CTaBHTeJbHBle KOH(epeHLUHH HCTOPHKOB ¢ yyacTHeM yueHbix CKaHAHHABHH.
Monoaeie yuenbie JIaTBHH CTa)KHPOBAJHCh B HayuHbIX LeHTpax CkaHaHHa-
BuH, B ToM uHcade y H. Bopa. B 1944—1945 rr. HeMaJo HHTe/J1eKTyaJiOB
JlatBun u mnpodeccopos JIaTBHHCKOro yHHBEPCHTETA HAUIH MNPHCTAHHILE
B lBewuny.
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