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POSSIBILITIES OF THE APPLICATION OF CARBONATE ROCKS
OF THE RAIKKULA FORMATION (SILURIAN, ESTONIA)

Abstract. The Raikkiila Formation consists of a great variety of limestones and dolomites.
On the basis of the spatial distribution of different rock types, four areas can be
distinguished. They have different prospects of revealing resources of carbonate rocks.
1. The Western area, where limestones occur, is prospective for the production of lime and
construction materials. 2. The Rapla area has no prospects for revealing resources of
limestone or dolomite of constant mineral composition. Both limestone and dolomite
can be used for the production of construction materials. 3. The Paide area is represented
by dolomites only and it is promising for revealing sizeable resources for the industry
of construction materials. There are no preconditions for revealing resources of chemi-
cally pure dolomites in this area as argillaceous interlayers occur throughout the whole
section. 4. The Eastern area, where the Raikkiila Formation is represented by argillaceous
dolomite and mainly cryptocrystalline (less bioclastic) limestone, is promising for the
industry of construction materials. A very special type of bioclastic marble-like limestone
(the so-called “Kalana marble”) lies south of Poltsamaa. It can be used (and has been
used) for lime and glass production and for small decorative and sculptural units.

Depending on the variety of rock types in the sequence, selective mining and
comprehensive utilization have to be practised on the whole outcrop of the Raikkiila
Formation.

The Raikkiila Regional Stage embraces the central part of the Estonian
Llandovery. It falls into Raikkiila and Saarde formations (Pemenus ...,
1987). On the belt of outcrops, only the former occurs. The belt of out-
crops proceeds from the southern part of Hiiumaa Island through central
Estonia to Jogeva (Fig. 1). The thickness of the covering Quaternary
sediments is less than 5 m on most of the outcrop; the thickness of the
Raikkiila Formation reaches 40 m.

The Raikkiila Formation consists of a great variety of limestone, dolo-
mitized limestone, and dolomite of mainly horizontal-bedding, less com-
monly of wavy- and nodular-bedding structure. They represent the most
shallow-water sediments of the Raikkiila age of the Baltic Silurian basin,
preserved after the post-Silurian denudation. Accordingly, alternation of
different types of rock in the sequence is common and the content of terri-
genous material is smaller than in the subsurface areas.

The stratigraphic subdivision of the Raikkiila Regional Stage and the
problem of its upper boundary have been discussed in numerous works
(Pemenns . .., 1987; Cunyp ..., 1970; Einasto and Perens, 1985). The
present work is based on the unified regional stratigraphic scheme accept-
ed in 1984 by the Stratigraphic Conference on Ordovician and Silurian
of the East-European Platform (Pewenusi ..., 1987). The cyclic nature
of the sections, the intricate spatial interrelations of the rock types, and
the lack of generally accepted local stratigraphic subdivisions (units)
complicate the establishment of the exact stratigraphic position of the
investigated deposits in the cross-section of the Raikkiila Regional Stage.

* Eesti Teaduste Akadeemia Geoloogia Instituut (Institute of Geology, Estonian Academy
of Sciences). EE0105 Tallinn, Estonia pst. 7. Estonia.
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Fig. 2. Geological sections of the deposits of the Raikkiila Formation. Numbers of deposits correspond to those in the Table and Fig. 1.
1 — limestone in general; 2 — dolomitic limestone; 3 — highly dolomitic limestone; 4 — aphanitic (cryptocrystalline) limestone; 5 — dolomite in
general; 6 — calcitic dolomite; 7 — highly calcitic dolomite; 8 — microlaminated dolomite; 9 — argillaceous dolomite; 10 — limestone, dolomite
with thin clayey intercalations; 1/ — calcareous marl; /2 — dolomitic marl; /3 — horizontal bedding; 14 — wavy bedding; /5 — nodular and semi-
nodular bedding; 16 — fragments of fossils (skeletal detritus); 17 — pyrite mottles, finegrained pyrite; 18 — crystals of sphalerite; 19 — cavities;
20 — bitumen; 21 — silicification; 22 — hardground; 23 — boundary between the Upper and the Lower part of the Raikkiila Formation.



On the whole outcrop in the sequence, two maximums of the content
of terrigenous material can be stated (Cuuyp ..., 1970): one in the lower
part and the other in the middle. The latter divides the Raikkiila Forma-
tion into two parts. The Upper and Lower parts can be considered as
cyclo-stratigraphical units (Nestor, 1990). In the present work, the strati-
graphical position of deposits was fixed with the kind help of H. Nestor
according to this division (Fig. 2). It has to be admitted that on the back-
ground of two main shallowing-up cycles, the lower-rank local cyclic
alternation of rock types can be noticed. The number of local cycles and
their location in the section vary and they cannot be correctly correlated
yet. Nevertheless, the data obtained from the prospecting and exploring
of the deposits enable to estimate properties of different rock types and
their spatial distribution with regard to the possibilities of their applica-
tion. In general, in the western part limestones with corals and stromato-
poroids predominate over dolomites; in the eastern part dolomites prevail
(Fig. 2). The primary or secondary origin of dolomites is still debatable.
Dolomites usually contain relicts of fossils and their secondary origin is
obvious. Some layers of microlaminated argillaceous dolomites at Haimre
and Miindi deposits (Figs. 1 and 2) have no signs of relict structures and
they are considered to be of primary lagoonal origin (Einasto and
Perens, 1985).

On the whole outcrop of the Raikkiila Formation, numerous small
quarries occur where local people have made use of carbonate rocks since
ancient times. The most well-known quarries of the past belong nowadays
to the areas of explored deposits (Fig. 1). So the Pusku quarry (Ungru-.
Sepakiila deposit) was exploited in the 13th century (Einasto and Matve,
1989) when limestone was used for the building of the Haapsalu Castle
Church. Later it was used for building manor-houses (Ungru, etc.) and
producing lime for export to Finland and St. Petersburg (Eichwald, 1843;
Munksuu, 1852). The Orgita quarry near the Haimre deposit is known.
from the 14th century (Eichwald, 1843). Dolomite of the Orgita quarry
was used for laying the walls of the Mdrjamaa Church and in Tallinn
for sculptural units (Oleviste Church, Suur Rannavirav, etc.). It was
also exported to St. Petersburg. The history of the Kalana quarry (Kalana
deposit) dates back to the 13th century when the Poltsamaa Castle Church
was built. Later, in the 18th century, its limestone was used as lime kiln
feed and for producing mirrors and glass at the Roika-Meleski works
(Einasto and Matve, 1989). The Miindi quarry (Miindi deposit) is known
from the 13th century (Munksuu, 1852). Dolomite from this quarry was
used for building the Paide Castle and later for many other buildings. In
the 1930s, dolomite was mined in cave (Luha, 1946), which may be con-
sidered a unique example of underground mining of carbonate rocks in
Estonia.

Until the 1950s, the utilization of carbonate rocks of the Raikkiila
Formation was based on small local quarries whose reserves had not
been explored or estimated. Then the geologic exploration and prospecting
began and carbonaceous rocks were estimated according to the technical
requirements of the industry of the USSR. Up to now 18 deposits and
promising areas have been revealed (Table, Fig. 1). Only two of them —
Kalana and Ungru-Sepakiila — are exploited. The other explored deposits
have not been introduced into industry. The main cause of this situation
is the technology of machine-mining used by the industry. The blasting
of 5—6 m benches eliminates any possibility of selective extraction of
layers of different types of rocks each of which could find a special appli-
cation. In mass production all layers with different properties become a
heterogenous mixture, suitable for road metal (aggregate) of low quality
(pressure resistance 40—60 MPa) only.
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The Table shows the results of testing rocks during prospecting and
exploration works and the amount of explored (categories A+B+C)),
estimated (Cj), and prospective (P) reserves (Knaccudukaumus ..., 1982).
Not all the characteristics needed for estimating the possibilities of app-
lying different rock types have been fixed (the empty columns), but they
could be estimated in general lines on the basis of the rock type (T23ay-
Ms3, 1986).

The industrial importance of carbonate rocks is determined not only
by their mineral composition and physical qualities, but also by the cha-
racter of their spatial distribution, especially the thickness of the rocks
of constant mineral and textural composition, as well as by the conditions
of mining.

The present investigation enables to distinguish four areas from west
to east (Fig. 1) according to the differences in the rock types in the upper,
minable part of the sequence of the Raikkiila Formation. These areas have
different prospects of revealing resources of carbonate rocks.

1. The Western area extends from Hiiumaa Island to the Teenuse
River. Ungru-Sepakiila, Kullamaa, Ense, and Kalju deposits are situated
there. On the whole territory the sequence of the Raikkiila Formation
consists of limestones (Fig. 2). The content of CaO is high (except the
intervals of the maximums of terrigenous material) and many types of
limestone offer good prospects in lime production and in other branches
of industry where pure limestone is needed. They can be used (Table) for
the production of construction materials as well.

2. The Rapla area (Fig. 1), where Kuusiku, Haimre, Lipametsa,
Horeda, Sikeldi, Lubja, and Keava deposits are situated, extends from
the Teenuse River up to the surroundings of Tiiri. The sequence of the
Raikkiila Formation consists of dolomite, calcitic dolomite, limestone, and
dolomitic limestone (Fig. 2). The thickness of each rock type varies from
15—20 cm (a single layer) up to 4 m. This area has no prospects of
revealing resources of limestone or dolomite of constant mineral composi-
tion and with a high content of respectively CaO or MgO. Both limestone
and dolomite can be used for the production of construction materials
(Table): road metal, aggregate and dimension stone, staircases, and also
decorative units. Dolomites, especially microlaminated ones (Haimre
deposit), are promising as sculptural stone. The dimensions of the mined-
out blocks are not big because of the small thickness (mainly 20—30 cm)
of the layers and vertical fractures.

3. The Paide area (Fig. 1) lies east of the Rapla area up to the
vicinity of the town of Poltsamaa. The sequence of the Raikkiila Forma-
tion is composed mostly of dolomite with caverns and relicts of fossils
(Fig. 2). At the Miindi deposit argillaceous microlaminated primary dolo-
mites occur. The Paide area is promising for revealing resources for the
construction materials industry (Table): macadam, dimension stone, and
decorative units. There are no preconditions for revealing sizeable
resources of chemically pure dolomites as argillaceous interlayers occur
throughout the whole section. Metsataguse, Miindi, Koigi, and Tiiri-Alliku
deposits are located on the territory of this area.

4. The Eastern area (Fig. 1) embraces the territory from the Paide
area up to the outcrop of the Devonian sediments. Pajusi, Kalana, and
Jogeva deposits are situated here. The Raikkiila Formation is represented
by argillaceous dolomite and mainly cryptocrystalline limestone, here and
there dolomitic with interlayers of bioclastic (skeletal) limestone (Fig. 2).
A very special territory of the widest distribution of bioclastic limestone
lies south of Poltsamaa (Kalana and Pajusi deposits) where the thickness
of pure bioclastic limestone reaches 3—4 m and it can be mined separately.
It has a marble-like appearance (the so-called “Kalana marble”) and
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quite a wide spectrum of application possibilities: lime and glass
production, small decorative and sculptural units.

Dolomites can be used for macadam like cryptocrystalline dolomitic
limestone.

It follows that each area offers special prospects for the application of
rocks. Depending on the variety of rock types in the sequence, selective
mining and comprehensive utilization have to be practised on the whole
outcrop of the Raikkiila Formation.
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Aada TEEDUMAE

RAIKKULA KIHISTU (EESTI, SILUR) KARBONAATKIVIMITE
KASUTUSVOIMALUSED

Raikkiila lademe avamusalal esineb Raikkiila kihistu muutliku koostisega (nii lébi-
loikes kui ka pindalal) karbonaatkivimite kompleks. Kivimilisest koostisest ldhtuvalt on
eristatud neli piirkonda, kus leiduvaid kivimeid saab kasutada kindlal otstarbel. 1. Ladne-
piirkonnas valdavad lubjakivid, milles terrigeense materjali sisaldus on muutuv, kuid
leidub keemiliselt puhtaid lubjakive, mis on kasutatavad lubjatoormena. 2. Rapla piir-
konna ldbiloikes vaheldub dolomiit lubjakiviga, mistottu selle piirkonna kivimid on .ild-
juhul kasutatavad ehitusotstarbel (ehituskillusiik ja -kivi). Uksikud kihid (dolomiit) on
kasutatavad ka dekoratiiv- ja skulptuurikivina. 3. Paide piirkonnas leidub vaid dolomiite,
mis on kasutatavad ehitusotstarbel, kihiti dekoratiivkivimina. 4. Idapiirkonnas leiduv
savikas dolomiit ja valdavalt peitkristalliline dolomiidikas detriitse lubjakivi vahekihti-
dega lubjakivi on sobiv killustikuks ja ehituskiviks. Suuremas paksuses leidub detriitset
lubjakivi piiratud alal Pajusi-Kalana iimbruses. Detriitne lubjakivi sobib lubja- ja klaasi-
toostuses kasutamiseks, samuti vdiksemateks dekoratiivdetailideks. Raikkiila kihistu ava-
musalal paiknevaid maardlaid tuleb kisitleda kui kompleksseid ja kaevandamine kavan-
dada sellele vastavalt. Kogu léibiloikes leidub erineval otstarbel kasutatavaid kivimeid,
mis iihes astangus Iohatuna sobivad vaid madalamargiliseks killustikuks,
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Aada TI33IYMAS

BO3MO)XHOCTH HCIIOJIb30OBAHHUSI KAPBOHATHBIX NMOPOJ
PANRKKIOJIACKON CBHUTBI (CHJIYP, 3CTOHHHA)

Ha Bhixome nmopox paHKKIONAcKolf CBHTHI OOHAa)Kaercs CJO0KHbBIH KOMIJEKC H3BECTHSKOB
H JIOJIOMHTOB, COJEpKallHX B H3MEHYHBOM KOJHYeCTBE TeppureHHbii matepuan. Ha done
oblleli H3MEHYHBOCTH BHIIEJIEHO YeThlpe perHoHa, B INpejesnax KOTOPHIX MNOPOAB ORHO-
THOHBl NO ILEJH HCMOJMb30BaHMsA. |. 3amajHblii PErHOH CHJIOWIb TPEJACTABJEH H3BeCTHS-
KaMH, B TOM YHCJEe H XHMHYECKH YHCTHIMH, TNPHrOAHBIMH JJ5 NPOH3BOACTBA H3BECTH. 2.
Pannackuii persoH CJI0OXKeH NepecJauBalOUIHMHCS H3BECTHSIKAMH H JOJIOMHTaMH, KOTOpbIe
MOryT OblTb HCNOJBb30BaHEI B CTPOHTEJbCTBE (Lie6eHb, CTPOUTENbHbLIH KaMeHb H T. [.).
MecramMu BeTpeyaloTCsl Pa3HOBHAHOCTH JOJIOMHTOB, NPHIOAHBIX JJISI JA€KOPATHBHBIX IleJefi.
3. Tlaiimeckuit perHoH XapaKTepH3yeTcsi Pa3BHTHEM JOJOMHTOB Pa3HON TJIHHHCTOCTH, KOTO-
pbie B mpeobyajaiomemM OOJbIIHHCTBE NMPHMEHHMb AJs NPOH3BOACTBA MIEOHS H CTPOHTEJb-
HOro kKamus. MHKpoc/oiiuaTeie H0J0MHTH (MIOHAH) TNepCneKTHBHbB H B KauecTBe ChIPbS
JUIsi EeKOpaTHBHBIX 1neJeil. 4. BOCTOUHBIA perHoH NpeaCTaB/eH TJIHHHCTBIMH JOJOMHTaMH
H JOJOMHTH3HDOBAHHBIMH CKDBITOKDHCTAJ/IIHYECKHMH H3BECTHAKAMH C IPOCJOSMH JETpPH-
TOBOrO HM3BECTHSIKA, MPEJCTABJSIOIIHMH Chipbe JJIs1 MPOH3BOACTBA 11EOHS M CTPOHTEJNHLHOrO
kamHsi. Bosblieli momuocThIO (3—4 M) JeTPHTOBOrO  HM3BECTHSKA  XapaKTEPHU3yercs
okpectHocTh [laiosn-Kasaua. JeTpHTOBLIN H3BECTHSK OTJIHYAETCS XHMHYECKOH YHCTOTOH,
HMEeT BHJ <«MOJ MPaMop» H MoxKeT ObITb MCHOJb30BaH KaK Chipbe MAJis IPOH3BOACTBA
H3BECTH H CTEKJAa, a TaKxke B KauecTBe JeKOPATHBHOrO KaMHS.

Bce MecTopoxKJeHHsI PaHKKIOJNACKOil CBHTHI CJEAyeT pacCMaTpHBAaTh KAaK KOMILIEKC-

Hble, H60 B pa3pe3e NPHCYTCTBYIOT HHTEPBAJbl NMOPOJA PA3HOrO HA3HAUYEHHS, H 3TO AOJKHO
ObITh yuT€HO NpH pa3paboTKe MeCTOPOKAEeHHH.
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