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IPBHH [IHXY, 9BH [THXY

O CITOCOBAX 3ATJIATbIBAHUSI NMUILY XWUUIHBIMU PbIGAMHU

B nacrosmei ctatbe paccMaTpPUBAIOTCS CHOCOOBI  3arJaTbIBAHHS MHILI
XHUIHBIMA peiOaMi (¢ TOJOBBI WM ¢ XBocTa). Ha nepBeifi B3rjsy KazKercsd,
YTO 3Ta NpobJeMa He NPeJCTABJAET HH TEOPETHUYECKOro, HH MPaKTHUECKOro
HHTEpeca. BuauMo, No3TOMYy Ha Hee MOUYTH He 00panlaJoch BHUMAHHS M OTe-
YeCTBEHHAS PHIOOXO3SfCTBEHHAST JUTEpaTypa COAEPKUT JIHIIb HEKOTOPBIC
JaHHBIe 10 3TOMY Bompocy. Jlaxe o6CTOATE/NbHOE METOJHUECKOe PYKOBOJCTBO
110 M3YUeHHIO NHTAHUS ~pbIO coBeplieHHo ero urHopupyer (PopryHaTosa,
1961). BoJiee jiera/apHbIe qaHHBIe COOpAHBl HEKOTOPBIMI 3apyOeKHBIMH HCCIe-
nopatesamu (Neuhaus, 1934; Roper, 1936; Deelder, 1951; Stefiens, 1961
H Jp.).

B 3cronckoit CCP perucrpanusi pacrosoxKeHHsi Pbid B rKejdyjaKax XHII(-
HUKOB HauaJsach B 50-e¢ roasl no unumuatuBe H. Mukeascaapa. boaee nocie-
JIOBATENILHO 3THM BOMPOCOM 3aHSJINCh aBTOPbI Hacrosmieidt crarbu. Hioke
MIPUBOMASTCS PE3YJIbTATHI UX MCCJENOBaHui, nmpoBeaeHHbIX ¢ 1962 mo 1967 rr.
Ha peibax IlckoBcko-Uyjickoro o3epa. Delia w3MepeHa JJIMHA TIPUMEPHO
11 ThICSY 3arJIOUEHHBIX PHIO M OMPEJEJEHO HX PACIOJOKEHHE B KEJAyaKax
1051 myxru, 2591 okywst, 544 cygakos u 677 HaJUMOB.

Habmwpenusimiu B €CTECTBEHHBIX BOJIOEMAX H AKBAPHyMaX JaBHO yCTa-
HOBJIEHO, UTO HIYKAa 34XBAThIBAET KPYMHYIO J0OBIUY OOBIUHO He ¢ TOJOBbI HJIH
XBOCTa, a TIOMEpeK Tejd, TPUAABIMBAET €e UYeJIOCTSMH, OTMYCKAET Ha MTHO-
BeHbe U 3aXBAaThIBAeT BO BTOPOH pas B GoJjee yJ0OHOM JiIsi 3arjJaTbiBAHHA
TMOJIOKEHHH, OOBIYHO C TOJOBBI. Y2Ke B KOHIE [POILIOr0 CTOJETHS 00 3TOM
nycaJs M3BecTHHIH nonyaspusatop 3oodqoruu JI. Cabanees (1960), moguep-
KHUBasi TIPU 3TOM, UTO LIlyKa 3arjaTeiBaer JOObUY HENPEMEHHO ¢ TOJIOBBI.
Takoro ke MHEHHST NMpULEPKUBAIOTCS U HeKoTopbie apyrue aBropul (Deelder,
1951; Kysemenko, 1958; IBanosa, 1968 u ap.). Il. lllumeny ormeTua, uto B
JKEeJIYJKaX XHUIHBIX PbIO MaJbKH HEPEIKO PACHOJOKEHBI XBOCTOM BIIEPE,
OJIHAKO OH TIPEANOJIOXKHJI, UTO B TAKOM CJAydyae 3TH MaJeHbKHe PLIOKH ObLiid
3arJ04YeHbl JKHUBBIMU, U B KeIYJIKe XUIIHUKA OHH MOLJH TIepPeBePHYThCH
(Steifens, 1961). C stum ne coraacen B. llreddenc (Steffens, 1961), koro-
PBIIl YTBEPIKAAET, UTO TMOCJAEAHEEe BPSA JIH BO3MOMKHO H UTO, €CJH J0ObUA
pacroJiozkera XBOCTOM K MHJAOPHYECKON YaCTH ¥KEJIyJIKa XHIMHHKA, TO 3TO
3HAYUT, 4TO oHa 3argoueHa xpocToMm Brepex. M. Bamenxo (1958) cunraer,
YTO 1IlyKa 3aTJaThiBAeT OKYHEBBIX BCET/ia TOJBKO C IOJIOBBI, a JAPYTLHX PHIO TO
C TOJIOBBI, TO C XBOCTA.

[To muenuio A. I'yaseBoit (1951), okyHb 3ar/IaTBIBAET ZKEPTBY' C FOJOBBHI.
HekoTopble apyrue aBTOpBI CUHTAIOT, 4YTO HaGJIIOMAIOTCS TaAKKe Cayda,
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KOrja pbiObl 3ar/1aThBAIHCE OKYHEM C XBOCTd, HAMPUMEp, NPH MHTAHWH CHET-
koM (Roper, 1936) win mosioasio pe6 (wmuon g0 1,5 cm) (Deelder, 1951).

Cynak 3axBaTblBaeT KpYNHYIO PbIOy Momepek TeJa, Kak H IIyKd, HO B
OTJIHYHE OT Hee 3arJaThiBaer, Kak npasuio, xsocrom Brnepen (Neuhaus, 1934;
Deelder, 1951; Steffens, 1961 u ap.). Jlaxe Takux KOJIOUHX 0OBEKTOB MHTA-
HHsl KaK KOJIOLIKA, OKYHb, €pIlI W APYrHX 3arjiaThiBaer CyjaK OOBIUHO ©
xBocra (Steffens, 1961).

PyubeBas (opesib 3araarsiBaer pui6 TaK e KAk IyKa H OKYHb, T. e. IIPeH-
MYILIeCTBEHHO T'OJIOBOH Brepes, a ayHaiickuil gocock (Hucho hucho) xak i
CyJak, sarjgartbiBaer joobiuy ¢ xBocra (Steffens, 1961).

Hamu martepuassl yTOUHSIOT W JIONOJHAIOT NPUBEAEHHbIE BHIIE CBEICHHT
M NO3BOJSIOT NOAPOGHEE OCBeTHTh HEKOTOPBIE CTOPOHBI PACCMATPHEAEMOrD
Bonpoca. Pacnosoxkenne 3arJOueHHbIX pPBIO B 2K€JYAKAX XHUIHHKOB (CM.
CTOIOHKH Ha PHCYHKE) 3aBHCHT OT BHJIOBOH CrielH(HKH KaK XHIIHHKOB, Tax
1 06bekToB HX nuranus. lllyka sarjarteiBaer OKyHsi, eplia H [JIOTBY B NPEo0-
JlajamumeM OOJbUIHHCTEEe ¢ roToBbl. CHETOK K€ MOMagaerT B KEMY/IOK IyKh
yacro xBoctom Brepenx (34%), a psanyimika u ykaefika — Kak CJy4HTCS.

To e, UTO CKa3aHO O LIYKe, OTHOCHTCS H K OKYHIO, TOJBKO Y HEro MPOLECHT
pbIO, 3aTJIOUEHHBIX ¢ XBOCTA, HECKOJBKO GOJBIIHIA. DTO KE€ MOKHO CKasaTh O
lyke u okyHe 03. Boiprensps (Pihu, 1963).

Haurn pesynbraThl N0 HCCJAETOBAaHHUSAM CyJdaKa B OOIIEM COIJAacyloTes ¢
[IPUBEJCHHBIMH JIAMHBINK JHTEPATYPbI: 3TOT XHIHHK 3arjaTbiBaer J00bluy,
KaK nmpaBuJIo, ¢ XBocta. [0/10BOii Bmepex damle 3arJgaThlBalOTCs CHETOK i
naoTtBa (coorBercTBenHo 28 1 26% ).

Y nasnma 3arjaTbiBaHHe JIOObIUM HMEET, TO-BHAHMOMY, CJyUailHblii
XapakTep: B ero KeJyJdKe PacroJ0KeHO I0JOBOH HJIH XBOCTOM BHepesa GoJee
HJIH MeHee OJIHHAKOBOE KOJHYECTBO PhIO.

OrMeueHHble pasanuisi B 3HAUHTEJbHOIl CTerNeHH MOXKHO OODBSICHHTb TaK-
THKOI OXOTbl XHIIHHKOB, T. €. WX NoBexeHueM npu jpobbiBanun numm. I1lyka,
KAaK H3BECTHO, SIBJASIETCS THMNHYHBIM 3acaaunkoM. OHa mpeamnoudTaeT CKpbl-
BATbCSI B 3aPOCJISIX MOJABOAHOH PACTHTENBHOCTH, CPeIH 3aTOMJIEHHBIX KOPST
H JPYTHX NPEIMETOB, MOJACTeperas taM a00buy. B OTKpBITOH yacTH BOgoeM2
LYKE CKPBLIBATHCSI TPY/HEE, 37eChb OHA 4YacTO MPECJaeayeT A00buy, B 0coOer-
HOCTH TeJTarMuecKux puid (CHeTKa, pANyIIKy, YKJIEHKY), 00pasyiouux 60Jb-
umie ckoreHus. B mepBom ciayuae go0blua 3axBaThiBaercsl, KaK IPaBHJIO,
crmepent, a Bo BTOpoM — c3aau. Eciau no6Golua He CJAMIIKOM —KpymHas, TO
oHa 3arJaTbiBaeTcsi 6e3 H3MEHCHUS MOJOXKEHHS B TOJOCTH PTa XHIIHWKA.

OkyHnb cBsizdaH ¢ NPHOPEIKHOH 30HOH BOJOEMA MEHBIIE, YeM LIyKa.
B 3apoc/isix pacTHTEJbHOCTH OH OXOTHTCSI TOXKE W3 3aCajbl, HO MPec/Ie/ 0BaHHE
HMeeT JJIsi Hero OOJiplliee 3HA4YeHHe B OTKPbITOH uacTu Bojgoema. Cymak —-
MeJIarnueckKnii XUIIHHK — CYHTAETCS THIHYHBIM npec/IeloBaTe/IeM. JLOHHBIT
XHIIHHK HAJHM J100bLIBaeT Muily, KaK nojcreperas pBIO, TaK M Tmpeciaeayst HX
(MBanosa, 1968).

ITpu saraateiBaniy H0GLIMH, Ge3yCJOBHO, OOJBLIOE 3HAUYEHHE HMEET €
BCJIHYKMHA 10 OTHOIUEHWIO K BEJIHUHHE CaMOro XHIIHHKA, a Takxke (popma i
«BOOpY2KEHHe» Tesaa. M3  paccMOTpeHHBIX OODBEKTOB THTAHHS  XMLIIHHKAM
Jierye 3ariaThiBaTh CHETKA, PAMYIIKY M YKJICHKY, HMEIOUHX I[POroHHCTOE
IJIAJIKOC TEJIO M MSATKHC MVIABHUKH, YeM OKYHSl H eplla, HMEIoLHX 60Jee BhICO-
KOE ILIEPOXOBATOE TEJO H KOJIOUHE TIJIaBHHKH. ITO 0COOEHHO BaxKHO NpH
3araaTbiBalni 0O XBOCTOM BHEpe/.

Ha pucynxke B nmpsiMOVIONIbHHKAX —yKasaHa = MaKCHMAaJklas H CPepHsst
JIIIHA 3arVIOUEHHBIX PbIG. BbIsicHsIeTCs, 4To y BCCX PACCMOTPEHHBIX XMILII-
KOB CPE/HSIST OTHOCHTEIbHAs JJHIA MKEPTB, 3aTJIOUCHHBIX C TOJIOBBI, KaK mnpa-
BUJIO, MAJIO OTJIHUAETCST OT CPenHeil OTHOCHTENbHOH JWIHHBI COPOHUEH, 3arJ0-
YEHHBIX ¢ XBOCTA. TO OOBSICHSIETCH TEM, YTO OCHOBHYIO YaCTh MUIIH XUIIHHKOB
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LIYKA  OKYHB  CYAAK  HAMM

Esox Perca Lucioperca Lota
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Pacnonozenne  poi6 B /Kejyjike  XHMILHMKA W MX OTHOCHTEJNbHAd JUIHHA.

Cro/IiGHKH — KOJIHYECTBO  3arJioueHHbIX pbIO, %, (BBicOoTa crosbuKa CooT-

sercryer 100%). TIpsAMOYroJbHHKH — OTHOCHTE/JbHAS MaKCHMAaJbHas H

CpeiHsisl  JiMHA  3arJouyeHHbIX pbi0 110 OTHOWIEHHIO K JIIMHE XHILHMKA

(BEICOTA MPSMOYFOJbHIKA COOTBETCTBVET JnHe Xuuinuka). [ludpamu 060s-
HAYeHO KOJH4YECTBO PblO.

[TekoBeko-Hyjickoro o3epa coctapgsior pbidbl jaaunoi 4—8 em (Pihu, Pihu,
1970). BoabIIMHCTRBO XHIIHHUKOB MOKET 3anaThiBATh HEOOJBIIYIO JOOBIUY Kak
C TOJIOBBI, TAK U C XBocCTa. Mmemomuecst pasanunst MOXKHO B M3BECTHOH Mepe

3 ENSV TA Toimetised B-2 1971
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0OBACHUTD HEIOCTATKOM MaTepua’a B OJHOH H3 CPABHUBAEMBIX TPyNn (OKYHb,
eplll, TVICTBA W YKJe#dKa B MUILe IIYKH, PANyIIKa W [JIOTBA B THIIE OKYHS,
OKyHb H epll B IHIIE Cy/JaKa, IJI0TBA H YKJEHKa B MHUILE HAJUMA).

[Tpu kpynHO# nob6biue jgesno o6cTouT HHaue. Ha pucyHKe BUIHO, UTO MaKCH-
MaJibHasi OTHOCUTeNbHASA [JIHHa PhiO, 3arJOUCHHBIX IIYKOH, OKYHEM H HaJii-
MOM TOJIOBOH BIIEPE, KaK NPaBHJIO, 3aMETHO IIPEBLIIIAET OTHOCUTEIHHYIO
JUIHHY PbIO, 3arJI0UCHHBIX XBOCTOM BIepel. ITO PasjHuHe OCOOEHHO UCTKO)
IPOSIBJASIETCS Yy KOJIOUHX (OKYHb, epIll) HJIH OTHOCHTENBHO 6oJjee KPYMHBIX
00BEKTOB NUTAaHUs (CHETOK B NHINE MOJONHM OKYHSI, DAMYyLIKA B TMHIIE OKYHS
M HaJEMa, IJIOTBA B IHIE LIYKH, OKYHS M HaJuMa, yKJefKa B IMHUIIE IYKH).
Hckioueniie cOCTaBJsSIeT CYAaK: y Hero PuObl, 3arJIOUeHHble ¢ XBOCTA, Kak
[IPABHJIO, KPYIHEe, 4eM PbIObl, 3aIJIOYEHHbBIE C IOJIOBLL. BO3MOXKHO, 4TO B JaH-
HOM CJIydae HMeeT MecTO HEJOCTATOK MaTephaJsa. XOTd H y IIYKH U Y OKYHS,
a B MeHbIIEH Mepe TaxyKe M y Ha/JiMa CJeIYyeT YUHTHIBATH HepaBHOMEPHOE
pacmpesesieHde Marepuasga mo rpymmnam  (mpeo0JajgaioT OObEeKTH MHTAHHS,
3arJoYeHHble TOJOBOH Brepex), MOXKHO 3aKJIIOYHTh, YTO 3arJaThiBaTh
KOJIFOUYIO HJIH OTHOCHTEJBHO KPYMHYIO PBIOY C TOJIOBBI 3HAUUTEJBHO Jerde,
yeM C XBOCTA.

[To wMmerOUMMCS JaHHBIM MOXKHO NPEAMNOJOXKHTh, YTO LLYKA M HAJIHM
MoryT Ge3 Bpela 3arjaThiBATh XBOCTOM BIEDPEJ OKVHS M €pllia MPH HX OTHO-
curessbHON ginne 10 30—35Y%. ¥V mioTBel 3Ta TpaHHIA JOCTHTAET, BEPOSTHO,
50%, y cHeTKa, PANYMIKH H YKJIeiiku — etle 6oJblie. Cylak U OKyHb CIOCOB-
HBI 3arJ1aThiBaTh C XBOCTA 00Jiee KPYMHBIX PHIO 10 CPAaBHEHHIO CO IIYKOIl H
HAJHMOM: OKYHEBBIX OTHOCHTEJBHOH JJIMHON COOTBETCTBEHHO 10 45 u 50,
wIoTBy o 55 u 60, cHeTKa, pANyIIKY M VKJICHKY, MO-BUAMMOMY, 10 65 u 709%
OT JUIHHBI CaMHX XHIIHWKOB. Eciim oTHOCHTeJbHas JJdHHA OOBEKTA MHTAHH:L
IIPEBLIIIAET OTMEUEHHVIO TIPAaHHILy, OH 3arJaThiBAETCS XUIIHHKOM, 110 BCeil
BEPOSITHOCTH, TOJIBKO C IOJIOBBL. [TOCKOJIBKY HallM MaTepHaJbl MO JAHHOMY
BOMPOCY He TMPETEHAVIOT Ha TMOJHOTY (0COGEHHO HEJ0CTATOUHO M3YyYeHA MHIIA
CyJaKa), yKasaHHble I'DAHHIBI CJAEIYET CUHTATH NPEeIBAaPUTENbLHBIMHU, TPEOYIO-
UIMMH [IPOBEPKH H YTOUHEHHSI.

IJsisi cpaBHeHMsI MPHUBEAEM HEKOTOPble M3BECTHLIE HAM «PEKOPJHbIC»
OTHOCHTEIbHBIE JJMUHBI PBIO, OOHAPYKEHHBIX B Ke/NyJKaX XHIIHHKOB B 03epax
Acronckoii CCP (ITuxy, 1958; Pihu, Pihu, 1970). B xenyakax myk: HiykKa
OTHOCHTEJIBHOM JIJTHHBI 73%, cHeTok — 56, OkyHb — 56, HaauM — 53,
psinyiika — 53, maotBa 53, epur — 53, AeBATHUIIAS KOJIOUIKAa — 52, Jiell —
419%. V¥V oxryHsa: CcHeTOK — 79, ykaeiika — 73, epm — 62, miiotea — 61,
psnymka — 59, okyHb — 57, s13p — 57, Jew; — 42%. ¥V cynaka: CHeTOK —-
64, motBa — 52, okyHb — 40, epm — 34%. ¥V manuma: psanymka — 53, cHe-
TOK — 51, okyHp — 46, miorBa — 46, epm — 36%. . Bce mepeunciaenHbie
pbI6bl OBbLIH 3arJIOUeHbl TOJIOBOW Brepen. PasyMeercsi, OTMEUEHHBIE DPEKOPA-
Hble LH(PLL OPH JaJbHEAIINX HCCICTOBAHUSIX MOTYT BO3pacTaTb. Tem He
MeHee MOKHO 3aKJIOUKMTh, YTO BBICOKOTEJIBbIE MJIH KOJIIOUHE PBHIOBI OCBOOOMK-
JAIOTCSl OT «IIPecca» XHIIHHKOB IPH MEHBIIHX pasMepax 10 CPABHEHHIO
HU3KOTEJIBIMH H «HEBOOPYKEHHBIMH» PbIOAMH.

[Toxgsemem nroru. Ecam KepTBa OTHOCHTEIbHO HEGOJBLIAS, TO XHILLIHIK
MOKET €€ 3aIJIaThiBaTh B JIOOOM IMOJOMKEHHH — HJIH XBOCTOM, HJH TOJOBOI
Brepe/1. Pacmosoxenie X)epTBbl B XKEJIYAKE XHILHHKA 3aBHCHT B 9TOM CJydac
MpexK/Ie BCero OT TOro, Kak oua saxpauexa. OTHOCHTEJLHO GoJiee KPyNHBIC
pPBIOGBL MOTYT OBITH 3arJIOUEHBI TOJBKO ¢ FOJOBBL [lpeje/biias OTHOCHTEAbHAS
JUIHHA KEPTBbI, OTPAHHUMBAIONIASI €€ 3arJaThiBAHHE XBOCTOM BIIEPEJ, 3aBHU-
CHT OT BBHICOTBEI H «BOODPYKEHHSI» TeJjld, MPHUEM JJIsi PA3HBIX XHIIHHKOB JJIHHA
JKEPTB HEOJMHAKOBA. Bce 3T0 OTHOCHTCST TaKkKe K JJIMHe, NPH JOCTHMKEHHI
“QTOPOH KEPTBA CTAHOBHUTCS JJIS XHIIHHKA HEIOCTYITHOM.
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Taxum 006pasom, pacrnoyoKeHne KepTBbl B yKeJYJIKe XUIIHOH pbiObl 3aBU-
CHT, C OJIHOH CTOPOHBI, OT MOBEIEHUST CAMOrO XHUIIHHKA TPH JOObIBAHUYM MHILN,
a ¢ JIpyroi, OT CTeMeHH JOCTYMHOCTH JJsi HEro »KeprTBbl. Ha waur Barasz,
JIaHHBII BOMPOC 3aC/JyXKHBAaeT BHUMaHHd M TpebyeTr pajbHeimiero, GoJjee
MOAPOOGHOTO M3YUCHHS.
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ERVIN PIHU, EVI PIHU
ROOVKALADE SAAGINEELAMISE VIISIDEST
Resiimee

Vaadeldakse kiisimust, kuidas haug, ahven, koha ja luts oma saaki neelavad, kas pea
voi saba ees. Aastail 1962—1967 Peipsi-Pihkva jarvest kogutud materjalist selgus, et
neelatud kalade asend ré6vkalade maos oleneb a) sellest, kas réovkala piiiiab saaki varit-
sedes voi jélitades ja b) ohvri neelatavusest, s. 0. tema keha pikkusest, korgusest ja uimede
chitusest. Haug ja ahven neelavad saagi enamasti pea ees, koha aga — saba ees. Lutsul
oli nii iiht- kui teistmoodi neelatud kalade hulk enam-vihem vordne (joon.). Haug ja luts
voivad ahvenat ja kiiska neelata saba ees, kui viimaste suhteline pikkus ei iileta arvata-
vasti 30—35%, sirje puhul on piiriks néhtavasti 509, tindi, rddbise ja viidika suhteline
pikkus voib veelgi suurem olla. Kohal ja ahvenal on see protsent ahvenlaste puhul vasta-
valt kuni 45 ja 50, sirje puhul kuni 55 ja 60, tindi, rdibise ja viidika puhul kuni 65 ja
70. Suhteliselt pikemaid kalu saavad réovkalad neelata toenioliselt vaid pea ees. Senistel
andmetel on haugi poolt pea ees neclatud kalade maksimaalne suhteline pikkus Eesti NSV
jdrvedes 73%, (haug), ahvenal 799, (tint), kohal 64%, (tint) ja lutsul 539/, (radbis)

Eesti NSV Teaduste Akadeemia Toimetusse saabunud
Zooloogia ja Botaanika Instituut 19. IIT 1970
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ERVIN PIHU, EVI PIHU

ABOUT THE WAYS OF SWALLOWING THE PREY BY
PREDATORY FISH

Summary

The problem of how the predatory fish swallow their prey — head first or tail first —
is observed. The material is collected from Lake Peipsi-Pskov during 1962—1967. All
in all, the length of about 11,000 swallowed fish was measured and their position in the
stomach of about 5,000 predatory fish (1051 pikes, 2,591 perches, 544 pike-perches and 677
burbots) was stated. In the figure, vertical hatching indicates the fish swallowed head
first, slanted hatching — the fish swallowed tail first. The figures in the columns on the
left mark the amount of the swallowed fish in per cent (the height of the column corre-
sponds to 100%). In the figures the rectangles on the right show the mean and maximum
relative body-length (without the caudal fin) of the swallowed fish as compared to that
of the predatory fish (the height of the rectangle corresponds to the body-length of the
predatory fish). The numbers mark the amount of the swallowed fish.

The position of the swallowed fish in the stomach of the predatory fish depends on
2) how the predatory fish catches its prey, b) the availability of the prey (its body-length
and height, the structure of fin). The pike that catches its prey lurking, mostly swallows
it head first. It is especially valid for the fish with a thick-set body and spiny fins —
perch and ruff. Pelagic fish with a slim body and soit fins — dwarf smelt, vendace and
bleak — are often caught by the pursuing pike. The pike seizes them usually tail lirst and
swallows them in the same position. What has been said about the pike is also valid
for the perch, although the pursuit of the prey and its swallowing tail first are more
common with the perch than with the pike. The pike-perch — a pelagic predatory fish —
is a typical pursuer and, as a rule, swallows its prey tail first. The burbot catches its
prey both lurking and pursuing. In its stomach, the number of the fish swallowed head
first is approximately equal to that of the fish swallowed tail first.

When the prey is sufficiently small, the predatory fish may swallow it either head or
tail first. The pike and the burbot can probably swallow the perch and ruff tail first,
since the relative length of the latter is up to 30—35 per cent. When swallowing roaches,
the limit is obviously 50 per cent, and in the case of the dwarf smelt, bleak and vendace
even more. The pike-perch and the perch are able to swallow relatively bigger fish tail
first: Percidae 45 and 50 per cent respectively, roaches up to 55 and 60 per cenl, dwarf
smelt, bleak and vendace probably 65 and 70 per cent of the length of the predatory fish
themselves. The bigger fish can probably be swallowed head first, only. According to the
data at our disposal, the maximum relative length of the fish swallowed head first by the
pike is 73 per cent (pike), by the perch 79 per cent (dwarf smelt), by the pike-perch 64 per
cent (dwarf smelt) and by the burbot 53 per cent (vendace) in Estonian lakes.

Academy of Sciences of the Estonian SSR, Received
Institute o} Zoology and Botany March 19, 1970
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