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with two crowns. The burial material is a mixture of cement and terrazzo stone. The 
tomb complex also has 15 (fifteen) graves of Prince Diponegoro’s followers and 
family. These tombs are located around the former PB VI tomb (See figure 4). The 
graves are oriented north-south and without tombstones, only limited by a square 
line surrounding the grave.

4.2.1. Findings of Old European tombs in Ambon City
4.2.1.1. Makam Joseph Kam

Joseph Kam was an evangelist from the Netherlands who taught in the 
Maluku region. The grave is located in the courtyard of the Joseph Kam Church 
building Behind Soya, Sirimau District, Ambon City (tomb as seen in figure 6). 
Astronomically, the tomb is located at 3°41’40.44588”S and 128°11’19.3”E. The 
tomb has been renovated and is not in its original condition. Previously, there were 
European graves around the church where Joseph Kam was buried, but now they are 
no longer there as they are displaced by the development of residential areas.

Figure 6. Tomb of Joseph Kamp. Source: Research Team

4.2.2. Findings of Old Chinese tombs in Ambon City
The Chinese Benteng Tomb is in Perumtel Benteng street, District of Nusaniwe, 

Ambon City, Maluku. Astronomically, the tomb is located 3°42’29”S and 128 °9’46”E 
with an elevation of 30 m above ground level. More than 200 Chinese tombs are at 
the burial site, with variations in shape, size, and height. The location of the Benteng 
Chinese Cemetery complex is in a hilly area and faces towards Ambon Bay. This 
tomb complex includes the tomb of a Chinese Major named Njio Tjoen Ean (tomb 
as seen in figure 7). He founded Pai Tek Hak Tong Chinese School, established in 
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1903 in Ambon. He also translated many Chinese books into Malay. The condition 
of the tomb is not original. The surface of the tomb is covered with plain white 
ceramic. The box-shaped tomb measures 182 cm long and 100 cm wide. The back 
has a height of 80 cm and the front 59 cm. Inscriptions on tombstones are in Dutch.

Figure 7. Tomb of Chinese Major Njio Tjoen Ean and inscription on the tomb.

Figure 8. Chinese Bongpay at Cina Benteng cemetery and inscription on the tomb.  
Source: Research Team

OVERLEDEN TENGEVOLGE
VAN BEKOMEN WONDEN

IN HET GEVECHT
NIJ NE NEGORIJ OUW

OP DEN 12 NOVEMBER 1817



384 Nina Merlina et al.

The inscription on the tomb: 

Bongpay was made during the Binkok period of the year of the wood rabbit 
(1915 AD), the fourth month of the Chinese New Year, on an auspicious  
day – married couple. The husband, surnamed Oei, named Tio Bi. The wife’s 
surname is Kwee, named Gwat Lie Nio. (The names of the descendants are 
not legible). His ancestors originated in Chihun, Kwangtung/Guangdong 
Province.

4.2.3. Chinese tombs Gang Singa
The Lion Alley (Gang Singa) located at the back of Soya Chinese Grave is an 

old Chinese grave complex in Ambon City. This grave is in Soya, Karang Panjang 
Village, Sirimau District, Ambon City. Astronomically, the tomb is at 3°41’27.6”S 
128°11’20.9”E at an altitude of 18 m above ground level. Currently, the burial site is 
used as a densely populated settlement. You can no longer find intact Chinese graves; 
only tombstones or parts of tombstones remain. At the Chinese grave’s entrance is a 
statue of a lion (who lin). Who lin usually used to flank a tomb. These two statues are 
now placed to decorate the entrance of Gang Singa.

Figure 9. Statue of a lion (who lin). The entrance to the 
former Chinese tomb Gang Singa Belakang Soya. 

 Source: Research Team

Figure 10. Chinese grave headstone at Ivon Manuputty’s 
family house. Source: Research Team
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This tombstone is 92 cm long and 85 cm high and is in good condition, decorated 
with tendrils around the frame. The inscription on the tomb:

Bongpay land horse year of Xianfeng time (1858), the eighth month, on a 
good day. 
Couple. The husband surnamed Te, is named Giam Lian. The wife’s 
surname is Souw, named Un Liu. Liong Khe’s ancestral home area is in the 
Fujian Province. Descendants: 1 son named Kong Giam

Figure 11. The part of bongpai that means FIELD or the God of Fortune on the remains of a 
traditional Chinese tomb in the Pehu Piori family home. Source: Research Team

The map below shows the distribution of old graves in Ambon City (Figure 12). 

Figure 12. Map of the distribution of old tombs in Ambon City. Source: Research Team
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4.3. Remains of the Old Islamic tomb in West Leihitu District,  
Central Maluku Regency

4.3.1. Hasan Sulaeman / Raja Bulang Tomb Complex
The tomb complex is located in Negeri Hila, Leihitu District, Central 

Maluku Regency. Astronomically, the tomb is at coordinates 3°35’.14948”S and  
128°5’11.39928”E with an elevation of 14 m above palm level. Raja Hasan Sulaiman 
was a prominent propagator of Islam in Hila Country. Hila Country is one of the 
government areas of the Hitu Kingdom. It is said that Hasan Sulaeman was the first 
king in Hila Country and had the title Raja Bulang. All the tombs in this complex 
are menhir tombstones, oval or square, and look like natural stones without any 
processing. The tomb of King Hasan Suleiman is 320 cm long and 300 cm wide. The 
tombstone consists of two upright stones resembling menhirs made of natural stone. 
The dimensions of the tombstone on the north side are 80 cm high and 20 cm wide, 
and on the south side, 89 cm high and 26 cm wide. King Suleiman’s tombstone is 
the largest in this complex. Near the king’s tomb complex there are the tombs of the 
king’s relatives. 

Figures 13, 14, and 15. Tomb of King Bulang/Hasan Sulaeman (left); King Hasan Suleiman’s Tomb 
Complex (middle); Tomb of a relative of King Hasan Sulaeman (right). Source: Research Team

4.4. Old European tomb in West Leihitu District, Central Maluku Regency

4.4.1. Hila European Tomb (Kerkhof Hila)
The European tomb is located in Negeri Hila, Leihitu District, Central Maluku 

Regency, approximately 300 m from Fort Amsterdam and the Old Hila Church. 
Astronomically, the tomb is located at 3°35’5.97372”S and 128°5’6.19944”E at 
an altitude of 11 m above ground level. The tombs at Kerkhof Hila are in a state 
of disrepair, but some of the tombs can still be observed. There are two types of 
European tombs, namely, the vertical type and the horizontal type. The vertical tomb 
type has two variations: the tomb with a smaller size, 150 cm high, and a square-
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shaped thickness, 50 x 50 cm. This small tomb looks simpler because it has no 
decorations. Meanwhile, the second tomb is more prominent, namely, 150 cm high, 
with a square-shaped thickness at the base, 80 x 80 cm, and 50 x 50 cm at the top. 
There are decorative geometric motifs that resemble cloth on each corner of the 
top of the tomb (left image). The horizontal type has dimensions of 150 x 50 cm 
(right image). The inscriptions on the tombs at this location no longer exist, so no 
information about the people buried can be known.

Figures 16 and 17. Vertical type tomb(left); horizontal type tomb (right). Source: Research Team

The following is a map of the distribution of old graves in Hila Country (Figure 18).

Figure 18. Map of the distribution of old graves in Hila Country. Source: Research Team
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4.5. Old Tomb Remains/Discoveries in Banda Neira Islands

4.5.1. Islamic Tomb of Diponegoro’s Followers
The survey of old Islamic graves was carried out at the old Islamic burial 

complex of Diponegoro followers in Merdeka Village, Banda Neira District, 
Central Maluku Regency. Astronomically, it is at coordinates 40°30’30.4556”S and 
129°53’54.8936”E at 36 meters above palm level. In the tomb area are 9 (nine) 
tombs, of which two are under a cupola or have a roof. All the tombs in this complex 
have a north-south orientation. The headstone for grave 1 (pictured left) is made of 
wood with a height of 7 cm and a width of 36 cm, while the lower part is made of 
stone with a height of 18 cm and a width of 27 cm. The grave headstone (pictured 
right) is also wood and stone. The top part is made of stone with a height of 40 cm 
and a width of 7 cm, while the bottom part is made of wood with a height of 33 cm 
and a width of 9 cm.

Figure 19. Tombs of Diponegoro followers. Source: Research Team

4.5.2. Verhoeven Old Islamic Graveyard Complex
Verhoeven’s grave complex is in Kampung Baru Village, Banda Neira District, 

Central Maluku Regency. Astronomically, the tomb is at coordinates 4°31’25.54032”S 
and 129°54’17.42508”E with an elevation of 18 m above ground level. In this tomb 
complex contains the tomb of an Islamic figure named Said Ijong Baadilla in Banda. 
He is Des Alwi’s great-grandfather. The grave headstone is made of limestone and 
wood as a block. There is an inscription in Arabic on the top of the tombstone. The 
transliteration of the description of the grave using the Gundul Arabic script reads: 
“Alhamdulillah al-Baqi ba’da fanai khalqihi. Tuwufa ila rahmatillah ta’ala al-
Syeikh Abdullah ibn ‘Awdh/’Iwadh bin Ahmad Ba’adilah bi tarikh yaum “al-rubu” 
wa yaumaini khalat min syahr Sya’ban ‘Am 1283 min al-hijrah al-Nabawiyyah.” 
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When translated into English: “All praise be to Allah, the One who remains after 
the death of his creatures. He passed away by the grace of God Sheikh Abdullah ibn 
‘Awdh/’Iwadh on the date “......” and two days from the month of Sha’ban in the year 
1283 Hijri (December 1866).

Figures 20 and 21. Tomb of Said Ijong 
Baadilla and wife (top);  

Tomb description (bottom).  
Source: Research Team

4.5.3. Findings of Old European tombs in Banda District, Central Maluku Regency
4.5.3.1. European tombs in Merdeka Village

In The Merdeka Village, Banda Neira District, Central Maluku Regency, there is 
an old European tomb complex, usually called a cemetery (Kerkhof). Astronomically, 
the tomb is at coordinates 40°31’28.31844”S and 129°54’3.6558”E with an elevation 
of 27 m above palm level. In this tomb complex, there are hundreds of old European 
tombs. The local community still uses the burial area as a cemetery for the Christian 
community. Residents also planted cassava plants in the cemetery area. In this 
section, there are graves:

4.5.3.1.1.Makam Johannes Verschuir

Johannes Verschuir was a former Banda Resident. The tomb is made from a 
mixture of sand and cement. The tombstone is made of marble. The tomb’s condition 
used to be excellent; only when the survey was carried out bushes covered the tomb. 
The top of the tomb is a half-finished monument with decorative tendrils on the top 
wall. The bottom is box-shaped with a seam separating the top and bottom. Overall, 
the tomb has a total height of 75 cm and a width of 135 cm.
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Figures 22 and 23. Tomb of former Banda Resident, Johannes Verschuir. Source: Research Team

4.5.3.1.2. Makam Albert Hendrickj

From Inskrispi on the Tombstone, it is known that Albert Hendrickj was a Dutch 
military officer with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel who died in Banda in 1843. The 
tomb is made of sand and cement, while the tombstone is made of marble. The tomb 
measures 183 cm long, 90 cm wide and 230 cm high. 

ALBERT HENDRICKJ
RIDDER VAN DE MILITAIRE
WILLEMS ORDE 3 KLASSE

LUITENANT KOLONEL MILITAIRE
KOMM IN DE MOLUKKAS
GEBOREN TE DEVENTER

 FEBRUARIJ 1795
OVERLEDEN TE BANDA
DE 8 DECEMBER 1843

DE NAAM DES BRAVEN GAAT NIET 
VERLOREN

Figure 24. Tomb of Albert Hendrickj and the inscription on the tomb.Source: Research Team
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4.5.3.2. European Graves in Nusantara Village

4.5.3.2.1. Tomb inside the Old Church of Banda Neira

Church Tua Banda Naira is one of the oldest churches in the Banda Islands. 
This church is in Nusantara Village, Banda District, Central Maluku District. 
Astronomically, the church is located at coordinates 4°31’37.03”S 129°53’48.41”E. 
The Dutch built the church in April 1873. The church building is European, with 
pillars on the front porch. The church building is rectangular, with a length of 37.75 m 
and a width of 12.86 m. There are old graves on the side and back yard of the church, 
as well as tombstones on the floor of the church building. On the church floor are 
several tombstones made of andesite stone. The inscriptions are in Dutch. Some 
people were buried under the church floor. 

Figure 25. Headstone on the floor of the old Banda Neira church. Source: Research Team
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4.5.3.3. European graves in Walengpancebi Village, Lonthoir Islan

4.5.3.3.1.The tomb of Van den Broeke

Walengpancebi Village in Banda District, Central Maluku Regency, has a grave 
complex for the Van den Broeke family. The Van den Broeke family owned a nutmeg 
plantation on Lonthoir Island, they arrived in Banda in 1621. Until now, the nutmeg 
business is still run by the 13th generation of this family, namely Mr. Pongky Van den 
Broke (67 years old). The Van den Broeke family grave complex is approximately  
100 m from the hereditary residence of the Van den Broeke family. Astronomically, 
the tomb complex is located at 4°32’49.3262”S and 129°54’7.29612”E at an altitude 
of 9 m above sea level. Some tombs have been destroyed, but some of the old tombs 
are still in a reasonably good condition (50%), and some of the inscriptions on the 
tombstones can still be read. From the inscription on the tomb, the oldest tombstone 
that can be found states that those buried here died in 1772. This tomb complex 
is still used today by the Van den Broeke family. Mr. Pongky’s late wife, children 
and aunt, who died as a result of the Ambon riots, are also buried in this cemetery 
complex. Grave no. 01 is rectangular with a rectangular top, while grave 02, next 
to it, has a rectangular shape with an elongated corner at the top. Both of them have 
rhombus-shaped tombstones made from clay. The grave material uses a mixture of 
cement and sand.

Figures 26, 27, and 28. Van den Broeke Tomb 
Complex on Lonthoir, Banda Besar Island.  

Source: Research Team
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5. Conclusion

The natural resources on the islands of Ambon and Banda became a magnet that 
attracted traders from Asia and Europe to visit, build friendships, trade transactions 
and monopolise the spice trade. Established trade meetings/interactions with 
members orang kaya and local communities led to colonies of Asian traders, such 
as Arabs, Persians, Indians, Chinese and Europeans, e.g. the Portuguese, Dutch, and 
British in the Ambon region and Banda Island. It can be said that the sea and trade 
commodities have an essential role in interactions between regions, even the birth 
of a multicultural society with cross-cultures whose traces can still be found today.

Maluku is an area where many cultural backgrounds meet, which is the face of 
the cultural development of the local community. In this historical context, evidence 
of cultural heritage is essential to witness traces of multiculturalism in the region. 
Archaeologically, old tombs are vital evidence of cultural diversity. Old graves in 
Islamic, European and Chinese cultures occupy a sacred position. They symbolise 
the acculturation of various cultures and can show the cultural character of the person 
buried.

As an important port city at that time, Maluku was a multicultural region because 
the V.O.C brought many people with different ethnic and religious identities from 
various places in the archipelago as slaves to Ambon Island. They brought skills or 
labour and their primordial identity, including religious ideas and practices.

In Maluku, the practice of inter-ethnic and religious marriages, as well as religious 
conversions between communities supporting different religions, is a common 
occurrence, both from Christianity to Islam and vice versa. 
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