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Abstract. Fly ash obtained from a thermal power station was used as an adsorbent for the adsorption of reactive blue 25 dye from
aqueous solutions. The parameters affecting the batch adsorption studies were optimized for this system. Lagergren’s kinetic
models were used for the analysis of the kinetics of dye adsorption by fly ash. It was observed that dye adsorption followed
pseudo-second-order kinetics. Batch adsorption experimentation data were fitted to two well-known isotherms: the Langmuir and
Freundlich models. Regression analysis showed a good fit of the Freundlich isotherm model. Based on the adsorption studies it
can be concluded that the fly ash can be used as effectual adsorbent for the removal of dye from aqueous solutions.
Key words: adsorption, adsorbent, fly ash, isotherms, kinetics.

INTRODUCTION
*

Industries such as pulp and paper, leather, cosmetic,
food, dyeing, etc. discharge effluents containing dyes as
major pollutants into water bodies (Bhatnagar and Jain,
2005). Water bodies containing dyes are toxic to aquatic
life (Lee et al., 1999) as well as to human beings. As they
are carcinogenic and mutagenic in nature, dyes affect
the functioning of kidneys, liver, and brain (Papic et al.,
2000; Rajeshwari et al., 2001; Kadirvelu et al., 2003).
Hence, the treatment of industrial effluents
containing dyes is important in protecting habitats.
Removal of residual dye from aqueous pollutants by
*
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the adsorption process has been a topic of interest for
past several years (Ofomaja and Ho, 2008).
Adsorption is a simple operation and widely used in
the tertiary wastewater treatment stage for polishing the
incoming influent before its final discharge into water
bodies (Yin et al., 2008, 2009). Even though activated
carbon is regarded as an efficient adsorbent, several
researchers are focusing their research interest towards
using agricultural and industrial solid waste materials
as adsorbents. Fly ash, one of the industrial wastes
originating from burning biomass and coal, can be utilized
as an adsorbent for the treatment of industrial effluents
containing dyes.
India is ranked 4th in the world in the generation
of fly ash as a by-product waste and 75% of the total
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power in India is generated by coal-fired thermal power
stations (Senapati, 2011). One of the coal-based power
stations in India, Raichur thermal power station situated
20 km north of Raichur, Karnataka, India, generates
1.19 mtpa fly ash, out of which 0.47 mtpa (39.38%) is
utilized by the cement industry (0.39 mtpa) and brick
manufacturers (0.08 mtpa) (Singh, 2015). This shows
the abundant availability of fly ash and the need to utilize
it in an effective manner.
In the present investigation, fly ash, an industrial
waste, was used as the adsorbent for the adsorption
of reactive blue 25 dye from aqueous solutions. The
Langmuir and Freundlich isotherms were used for the
analysis of adsorption equilibrium data. The kinetics
of the reactive blue 25 dye adsorption was analysed
by using Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order and pseudosecond-order kinetics. The following sections describe
the characteristic studies of fly ash and the effect of
various factors (solution pH, initial dye concentration,
dye–fly ash contact period, and fly ash dosage) on
reactive blue 25 dye removal along with isotherm and
kinetic studies.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Adsorbent
Fly ash used in the present study was supplied by Raichur
thermal power station (RTPS), a coal-based electric power
station located 20 km north of Raichur in the state of
Karnataka, India. The fly ash was washed thoroughly
with water and dried. The mass fraction passing through
100 µm and retained on 50 µm was used for the
adsorption studies. Scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
(Zeiss Supra 55 PP) together with energy dispersive
X-ray (EDX) spectroscopy (Oxford INCA) were used
to characterize the surface morphology (Fig. 1) and
elemental composition of the fly ash, respectively. The
elemental chemical composition of the fly ash was
evaluated using an X-ray fluorescence spectrometer
(XRF) (Philips PW2400) and is summarized in Table 1.
Fly ash comprises oxides of silicon, aluminium, iron,
and calcium. Various other oxides are also present but
in meagre proportions. The fly ash (Class F) used in the
present study contains 89.98 wt% SiO2 + Al2O3 + Fe2O3
and 5.66 wt% calcium oxide. SEM observations reveal
a spherical shape of particles (Convery et al., 2010).
The N2 BET method (Narkis and Ben-David, 1985)
employing a Quantasorb surface analyser, QS/7, mercury
intrusion porosimeter, Micrometric model 9310
(Orumwense, 1996) was used to measure the surface
area and porosity of the fly ash. The fly ash had a specific
surface area of 0.4 m2/g and porosity of 0.15 cm3/g.

Fig. 1. SEM micrographs of the fly ash.
Table 1. Chemical composition of the fly ash used
Constituent
SiO2
Al2O3
CaO
Fe2O3
MgO
SO3
TiO2
P2O5
Na2O
Mn3O4
K2O

Mass, %
63.55
22.71
5.66
3.72
1.48
1.34
0.60
0.46
0.26
0.16
0.11
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Chemicals used
Analytical Reagent (AR) grade chemicals potassium
nitrate, hydrochloric acid, and sodium hydroxide,
products of MERK India, were used in the present study.
Reactive blue 25 dye was kindly supplied by Forbes
Campbell Knitwear, Belagavi. Stock solutions were
prepared and used in the diluted form for further batch
adsorption experiments.
General batch adsorption experiments
All adsorption experiments were conducted in batch
mode in conical flasks. The solution pH was adjusted
using NaOH/HCl. A measured quantity of fly ash was
added. The contents in the flask were agitated in a
LABLINE rotary shaker. At regular intervals of time,
samples were drawn, centrifuged using a REMI laboratory
centrifuge, and the dye concentration was analysed
by spectro-photometric analysis (APHA, 1980) using

a UV-Vis Spectrophotometer (Elico-BL 198) at 600 nm.
The batch adsorption experiments were conducted varying
one variable at a time (OVAT) to investigate effects of
parameters such as pH, initial dye concentration, fly ash
dosage, and agitation time on dye removal.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Point of zero charge
The experiment to determine the point of zero charge
(pHPZC) of the fly ash was carried out as described by
Ofomaja and Ho (2008) and is illustrated in Fig. 2. The
adsorbent fly ash had pHPZC at 5.8.
Effect of the solution pH
Figure 3 depicts the effect of the solution pH on dye
adsorption. Batch adsorption studies were performed
at pH values ranging from 2 to 10. Other factors: dye

Fig. 2. Change in solution pH versus
initial pH.

Fig. 3. Effect of the solution pH on
reactive blue dye adsorption.
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initial concentration, adsorbent dosage and adsorbate–
adsorbent contact period were maintained constant as
10 mg/L, 1 g/L, and 1 h, respectively. It can be seen that
the amount of dye adsorbed at equilibrium (qe) was
8.17 mg/g at the solution pH of 2. The corresponding
dye removal efficiency was 81.65%. As the solution
pH was increased to 4, the amount of dye adsorbed
was drastically reduced to 4.57 mg/g with the corresponding dye removal efficiency of 45.67%. With further
increase in the solution pH, the amount of dye adsorbed
decreased and at pH 10 it was 3.67 mg/g (36.73%
removal). Irem et al. (2013), Argun et al. (2014), and
Tabak et al. (2009) observed similar trends of decreasing
removal efficiency with rising solution pH. Irem et al.
(2013) reported a maximum reactive navy blue dye
removal of 82% at pH 2 with orange waste and Argun et
al. (2014) observed a maximum reactive blue 114 dye
removal efficiency of 85% at pH 2 using pomelo peel as
adsorbent. Tabak et al. (2009) in their study of adsorption
of reactive blue 15 anionic dye onto Turkish Sepiolite
observed that the removal of dye was maximum below
pH 3. In the present investigation a significant dye
adsorption was achieved at pH < pHpzc as reactive blue
dye is anionic in nature. Similar observations were also
made by Reddy et al. (2014) for anionic Congo red dye
adsorption onto Bengal gram seed husk.
Effect of the reactive blue 25 dye concentration
The effect of the initial reactive blue 25 dye concentration on dye adsorption is shown in Fig. 4. The batch
adsorption experiments to investigate the effect of the
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initial dye concentration on dye adsorption by fly ash
were carried out by varying the initial reactive blue 25
dye concentration from 10 to 90 mg/L whereas other
factors were held constant: solution pH 2 (optimum value
obtained from experiments), adsorbent dosage 1g/L, and
contact period between dye and fly ash 1 h. It was
observed that at an initial reactive blue dye concentration of 10 mg/L qe was 8.17 mg/g (the corresponding
dye removal efficiency, 81.65%). It increased with an
increase in the initial dye concentration and qe at 90 mg/L
was 30.63 mg/g with the corresponding dye removal
efficiency of 34.04%. The increase in qe with increasing
dye concentration is mainly due to the decreased mass
transfer resistance as a result of an increase in the initial
dye concentration/driving force and also due to the
availability of adsorbent sites. It can also be observed
that the dye removal efficiency decreased with an increase
in the initial dye concentration.
Argun et al. (2014) conducted experiments with
varying initial reactive blue dye 114 concentrations of
1 mg/L to 200 mg/L and observed decreased removal
efficiency from 89% to 20%. Aksu and Isoglu (2006)
varied the initial Gemazol turquoise blue-G reactive
dye concentrations from 51 mg/L to 788 mg/L and
observed a decrease in the dye adsorption from 77%
to 28%.
The results obtained from the batch adsorption
experiments conducted to study the effect of the initial
dye concentration on dye adsorption were used to
investigate the adsorption capacity of fly ash for reactive
blue 25 dye through the well-known Langmuir and
Freundlich adsorption isotherms.

Fig. 4. Effect of the initial dye concentration on dye adsorption.
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The Langmuir adsorption isotherm (physical
adsorption model) assumes monolayer adsorption and the
linear form of the Langmuir isotherm is (Langmuir, 1918)
ce ce
1


,
qe Qo b Qo

(1)

where ce is equilibrium concentration of adsorbate
(mg/L), Qo is adsorption capacity (mg/g), b is constant
(L/mg), and qe is the amount adsorbed at equilibrium
(mg/g).
The Langmuir adsorption is usually expressed based
on the dimensionless constant, RL. This is given as
1
,
RL 
1  b c0

(2)

where RL is dimensionless constant and c0 is the initial
concentration of the adsorbate. The values of RL between
0 and 1 indicate favourable adsorption.
The Langmuir constants along with the Root Mean
Square Deviation (RMSD) value are presented in Table 2.
The adsorption capacities of activated carbons prepared

from various biomass materials for different dyes are
summarized in Table 3. The maximum adsorption
capacity is 131.93 mg/g in the adsorption of reactive blue
4 onto activated carbon prepared from Enteromorpha
prolifera (Sun et al., 2013) and the minimum is 3.53 mg/g
in the adsorption of reactive orange by activated carbon
prepared from walnut shell (Aygun et al., 2003). The fly
ash had an adsorption capacity of 37.04 mg/g suggesting
that it was an effectual adsorbent for the removal of
reactive blue 25 dye.
The Freundlich isotherm empirical model in its
linear form can be expressed as (Freundlich, 1906)
1
log qe  log k f  log ce ,
n

where kf is adsorption capacity (mg/g) and n is constant.
The Freundlich constants along with RMSD value
are also summarized in Table 2. It was observed that
the RMSD value of the Langmuir isotherm model was
5.04 and for the Freundlich isotherm model the RMSD
value was 4.32. Based on the RMSD values, it is
concluded that the dye adsorption onto fly ash follows
the Freundlich isotherm.

Table 2. Langmuir and Freundlich isotherm constants
Dye concentration,
mg/L
10
20
30
50
70
90

RL
Qo ,
mg/g

Langmuir constants
b,
L/mg

0.67
0.50
0.40
37.04
0.28
0.22
0.18
Freundlich constants

0.05

RMSD

5.04

kf ,
mg/g

n

RMSD

5.51

2.63

4.32

Table 3. Comparison of adsorption capacities on activated carbons prepared from biomass materials
Dye
Acid yellow 36
Basic blue 9
Direct blue 106
Reactive blue 171
Reactive blue 4
Basic blue 9
Basic blue 9
Reactive blue 25

(3)

Biomass material/
adsorbent

Maximum adsorption
capacity, mg/g

Reference

Rice husk
Coconut coir
Pomegranate peel
Enteromorpha prolifera
Enteromorpha prolifera
Walnut shell
Apricot shell
Fly ash

86.9
15.59
58.14
71.94
131.93
3.53
4.81
37.04

Malik, 2003
Sharma and Upadhyay, 2009
Salleh et al., 2011
Sun et al., 2013
Sun et al., 2013
Aygun et al., 2003
Aygun et al., 2003
Present work
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The linear form of Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order
kinetic equation is given as (Lagergren, 1898)

Effect of the adsorbate–adsorbent contact time
Figure 5 depicts the effect of the adsorbate–adsorbent
(dye–fly ash) contact time on reactive blue dye adsorption.
Experiments were carried out by keeping the initial dye
concentration (10 mg/L), adsorbent dosage (1 g/L), and
solution pH (2). After every 10 min of contact time the
dye adsorbed by fly ash was calculated. It was observed
that 6.7 mg/g of dye (67% removal) was adsorbed by fly
ash after 10 min of contact and equilibrium was achieved
at 50 min of contact time (dye adsorbed = 8.17 mg/g
and removal efficiency = 81.65%). Argun et al. (2014)
observed optimum removal efficiency of reactive blue
114 dye at 90 min of contact between adsorbate and
adsorbent (pomelo peel) and Irem et al. (2013) observed
that the adsorption capacity of orange waste increased
sharply for reactive navy blue dye and attained equilibrium
after 120 min of contact time.
The experimental data so obtained were further
utilized to investigate the adsorption kinetics. The
kinetics of reactive blue dye adsorption by fly ash was
analysed by using Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order and
pseudo-second-order kinetics.

log  qe  q   log qe 

K1t
,
2.303

where q is the amount of the adsorbate adsorbed (mg/g),
t is the agitation time (min), and K1 is Lagergren’s
pseudo-first-order rate constant (min–1).
The linear form of the pseudo-second-order kinetic
equation is (Ho and McKay, 1999)
t
1
t

 ,
2
q K 2 qe qe

(5)

where K2 is Lagergren’s pseudo-second-order rate
constant ((g/mg) min–1).
Table 4 lists Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order and
pseudo-second-order kinetic model parameters. It can
be concluded, based on calculated qe and qe from
experiments, that the reactive blue dye adsorption by fly
ash follows pseudo-second-order kinetics.

Fig. 5. Effect of the adsorbate–adsorbent contact time on reactive blue dye adsorption.

Table 4. Lagergren’s pseudo-first-order and second-order kinetic model parameters
qe, experiment,
mg/g
8.17

Pseudo-first-order kinetic model parameters
K1,
qe, mg/g
min–1
0.094

(4)

47.2

Pseudo-second-order kinetic model parameters
qe, mg/g
K2,
(g/mg) min–1
0.047

8.56
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Fig. 6. Effect of the fly ash dosage on reactive blue dye adsorption.

Effect of the fly ash dosage

CONCLUSIONS

The effect of the adsorbent quantity on reactive blue 25
dye adsorption is shown in Fig. 6. In order to investigate
the effect of the adsorbent dosage on dye adsorption,
experiments were carried out by varying fly ash
quantities as 1, 1.5, 2, 2.5, 3, and 5 g/L whereas the
solution pH, initial dye concentration, and adsorbate–
adsorbent contact time were maintained constant as 2,
10 mg/L, and 1 h, respectively. The dye removal efficiency
of 81.65% was achieved at an adsorbent dosage of 1 g/L
and it increased with an increase in the adsorbent
dosage. Dye removal efficiency of 88.56% was achieved
at an adsorbent dosage of 2.5 g/L. With further increase
in the adsorbent dosage, the dye removal efficiency
was negligible. This may be due to the overlapping of
adsorbent active sites because of the overcrowding of
adsorbent particles (Namasivayam et al., 1998).
The optimum parameters obtained from the batch
adsorption experiments are given in Table 5 for an initial
dye concentration of 10 mg/L.

An industrial solid waste fly ash was used as an
adsorbent for the adsorption of reactive blue dye
from aqueous solutions. A series of batch adsorption
experiments were conducted by adopting standard
methodologies reported in the literature and optimum
parameters affecting the adsorption of dye were obtained.
It was found that the dye removal efficiency was
maximum at the solution pH 2, fly ash dosage 2.5 g/L,
and dye–fly ash contact time 50 min for the initial dye
concentration of 10 mg/L. The experimental data were
used to fit the isotherm models and to analyse the
kinetics of dye adsorption by fly ash. It was observed
that dye adsorption followed the Freundlich isotherm
model and pseudo-second-order kinetics based on the
regression analysis. The results indicate that fly ash can
be utilized as an effectual adsorbent.

Table 5. Optimum parameters for the adsorption of reactive
blue dye by fly ash at an initial dye concentration of 10 mg/L
Parameter
pH
Adsorbent dosage, g/L
Adsorbate–adsorbent contact time, min

Optimum
conditions
2
2.5
50

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The authors gratefully thank KLE Dr. M. S. Sheshgiri
College of Engineering and Technology, Belgaum,
Karnataka, India, for providing the facilities for conducting
this work. The authors would also like to extend their
sincere appreciation to the Deanship of Scientific
Research at King Saud University for funding this
research through research group RGP-303. The publication
costs of the article were covered by the authors.

U. B. Deshannavar et al.: Fly ash as an adsorbent for the removal of reactive blue 25 dye

REFERENCES
Aksu, Z. M. and Isoglu, I. A. 2006. Use of agricultural waste
sugar beet pulp for the removal of Gemazol turquoise
blue-G reactive dye from aqueous solution. J. Hazard.
Mater., 137, 418–430.
APHA. 1980. Standard Methods for the Examination of Water
and Wastewater. American Public Health Association,
Washington, DC.
Argun, M. E., Guclu, D., and Karatas, M. 2014. Adsorption
of Reactive Blue 114 dye by using a new adsorbent:
pomelo peel. J. Ind. Eng. Chem., 20, 1079–1084.
Aygun, A., Yenisoy-Karakas, S., and Duman, I. 2003. Production
of granular activated carbon from fruit stones and
nutshells and evaluation of their physical, chemical
and adsorption properties. Microporous Mesoporous
Mater., 66, 189–195.
Bhatnagar, A. and Jain, A. K. 2005. A comparative adsorption
study with different industrial wastes as adsorbents for
the removal of cationic dyes from water. J. Colloid
Interf. Sci., 281, 49–55.
Convery, M., Downing, L., Yin, C. Y., Goh, B. M., and
Sharifah, A. S. A. K. 2010. Characterization of
glass-ceramics produced from vitrification of class
F Malaysian coal fly ash. Int. J. Mech. Mater. Eng.,
5, 1–4.
Freundlich, H. 1906. Adsorption in solution. Phys. Chem.
Soc., 40, 1361–1368.
Ho, Y. S. and McKay, G. 1999. Pseudo-second order model
for sorption processes. Process. Biochem., 34, 451–
465.
Irem, S., Khan, Q. M., Islam, E., Hashmat, A. J., Anwar ul
Haq, M., Afzal, M., and Mustafa, T. 2013. Enhanced
removal of reactive navy blue dye using powdered
orange waste. Ecol. Eng., 58, 399–405.
Kadirvelu, K., Kavipriya, M., Karthika, C., Radhika, M.,
Vennilamani, N., and Pattabhi, S. 2003. Utilization of
various agricultural wastes for activated carbon
preparation and application for the removal of dyes
and metal ions from aqueous solutions. Bioresource
Technol., 87, 129–132.
Lagergren, S. 1898. Zur Theorie der sogenannten Adsorption
geloster Stoffe [About the theory of so-called adsorption
of soluble substances]. K. Sven. Vetenskapsakad Handl.,
24, 1–39.
Langmuir, I. 1918. The adsorption of gases on plane surfaces
of glass, mica and platinum. J. Am. Chem. Soc., 40,
1361–1403.
Lee, C. K., Low, K. S., and Gan, P. Y. 1999. Removal of some
organic dyes by acid-treated spent bleaching earth.
Environ. Technol., 20, 99–104.
Malik, P. K. 2003. Use of activated carbons prepared from
sawdust and rice-husk for adsorption of acid dyes:
a case study of acid yellow 36. Dyes Pigm., 56, 239–
249.
Namasivayam, C., Prabha, D., and Kumutha, M. 1998. Removal
of direct red and acid brilliant blue by asorption onto
banana pith. Bioresource Technol., 64, 77–79.

307

Narkis, N. and Ben-David, B. 1985. Adsorption of non-ionic
surfactants on activated carbon and mineral clay. Water
Res., 19, 815–824.
Ofomaja, A. E. and Ho, Y. S. 2008. Effect of temperatures and pH on methyl violet biosorption by
Mansonia wood sawdust. Bioresource Technol., 99,
5411–5417.
Orumwense, F. F. O. 1996. Removal of lead from water
by adsorption on a kaolinitic clay. J. Chem. Tech.
Biotechnol., 65, 363–369.
Papic, S., Koprivanac, N., and Metes, A. 2000. Optimizing
polymer-induced flocculation process to remove
reactive dyes from wastewater. Environ. Technol., 21,
97–105.
Rajeshwari, S., Namasivayam, C., and Kadirvelu, K. 2001.
Orange peel as an adsorbent in the removal of acid
violet 17 (acid dye) from aqueous solutions. Waste
Manage., 21, 105–110.
Salleh, M. A. M., Mahmoud, D. K., Karim, W. A., and Idris, A.
2011. Cationic and anionic dye adsorption by agricultural solid wastes: a comprehensive review.
Desalination, 280, 1–13.
Senapati, M. R. 2011. Fly ash from thermal power plants –
waste management and overview. Curr. Sci., 100,
1791–1794.
Sharma, Y. C. and Upadhyay, S. N. U. 2009. Removal of
a cationic dye from wastewaters by adsorption on
activated carbon developed from coconut coir. Energy
Fuels, 23, 2983–2988.
Singh, M. 2015. Report on Fly Ash Generation at Coal/Lignite
Based Thermal Power Stations and its Utilization in
the Country for the Year 2014–15. Central Electricity
Board, New Delhi.
Reddy, M. C., Nirmala, V., and Ashwini, C. 2014. Bengal
gram seed husk as an adsorbent for the removal of dye
from aqueous solutions. Batch studies. Arab. J. Chem.
doi:10.1016/j.arabjc.2013.09.029.
Sun, D., Zhang, Z., Wang, M., and Wu, Y. 2013. Adsorption
of reactive dyes on activated carbon developed from
Enteromorpha prolifera. Am. J. Analyt. Chem., 4,
17–26.
Tabak, A., Eren, E., Afsin, B., and Caglar, B. 2009. Determination of adsorptive properties of a Turkish sepiolite
for removal of reactive blue 15 anionic dye from
aqueous solutions. J. Hazard. Mater., 161, 1087–
1094.
Yin, C. Y., Aroua, M. K., and Daud, W. M. A. W. 2008.
Enhanced adsorption of metal ions onto polyethyleneimine-impregnated palm shell activated
carbon: equilibrium studies. Water Air Soil Poll., 192,
337–348.
Yin, C. Y., Aroua, M. K., and Daud, W. M. A. W. 2009.
Fixed-bed adsorption of metal ions from aqueous
solution on polyethyleneimine-impregnated palm shell
activated carbon. Chem. Eng. J., 148, 8–14.

308

Proceedings of the Estonian Academy of Sciences, 2017, 66, 3, 300–308

Lendtuhk adsorbendina Reactive Blue 25 värvi eraldamiseks vesilahustest:
adsorptsioonikineetika ja isotermid ning süsteemi parameetrite optimeerimine
Umesh B. Deshannavar, Basavaraj G. Katageri, Mohanad El-Harbawi,
Ambika Parab ja Kiran Acharya
Uuriti soojuselektrijaamade lendtuha kasutatavust Reactive Blue 25 värvi adsorbeerimiseks vesilahustest. Antud
süsteemis optimeeriti adsorptsiooniprotsessi mõjutavaid parameetreid. Adsorptsioonikineetikat uuriti Lagergreni
mudelite baasil, millest nähtus, et värvi adsorptsioon järgis teist järku pseudokineetikat. Langmuiri ja Freundlichi
isoterme võrreldes järgivad eksperimendiandmed regressioonianalüüsi põhjal pigem Freundlichi isotermimudelit.
Tulemustest võib järeldada, et lendtuhk on värvi eraldamiseks vesilahustest efektiivne adsorbent.

