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The multivariate relationship between phytoplankton abundance and differ-
ent factors both natural and generated by oil shale mining in the Purtse 
catchment rivers (Purtse, Kohtla, and Ojamaa) in Augusts 1996–2000 was 
studied. Impact of oil shale mine water discharges, causing the input of sul-
fates and chlorides into the rivers, on phytoplankton abundance in river wa-
ter was characterized by significant negative linear correlation. The amount 
of annual precipitation influenced positively the characteristics of phyto-
plankton abundance in river water. The complex of linear regression formu-
las was derived for characterising phytoplankton abundance in the lower 
course of the Purtse River using meteorological, hydrological and hydro-
geological as well as geochemical data of water circulation. 
Closing the Sompa, Tammiku and Kohtla mines in 2000–2001 decreased es-
sentially anthropogenic stress on ecological condition of the Purtse catch-
ment rivers. 
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